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EDUCATION OFFICE. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith, to be laid before His Excellency 
Xieutenant Governor, my Report of the Common, Superior, Grammar/ 
ining and Model Schools of New Brunswick, for the School year ended 
cber 31st, 1872. The Statistical Tables of Part II. however, are brought 
m only to May 1st, 1872, for reasons given in the body of the Report. 
Part IDL will be found the Report of the Principal of the Provincial 
lining School, with Annual Reports of the County Inspectors, and the 
ports of the Boards of Trustees of Fredericton and Woodstock. 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 

Tour obedient servant, 

THEODORE H. RAND. 

The Honorable J. J. Frame, M. P. P. 
Provincial Secretary. 
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PART I. 



GENERAL REPORT 



1871-2. 



ANNUAL REPORT 



rmm, siPEiiioii. nam, tiuimxg & model schools 
IN NEW BRUNSWICK. 
1S71-2. 



PART I.-OENERAL REPORT. 



To His Sxeellttvy The Honorable Lemuel Allan Wilmot, D. C. L., Lieutenant 

Governor of the Province of New Brunswick. 
May it please Your Excellency, — 

The Common S> hoola Act passed by tbe Legislature iu 1871, came into 
.operation on January 1st, 1872. The ohjeel of this eniictment ia the estab- 
lishment throughout Hw Brunswick o I" a u oil-equipped System of Free 
J'nhli.- Schools, in which the instruction given shall he .ipen to the children 
of nil, the poor and the rich alike; the quality of the instruction good enough 
fur all; and the general charterer of the lot t ruction non-sectarian and 
national — like the Legislature establishing the System, aud the Government 
administering it. 

At the date of my v^ry brief Report of last year, I was engaged iu making 
the necessary preparation! consequent upon the near introduction of this 
Free School System. Under the directions of the Board of Education, my 
predecessor, Dr. Ileimet, had, in June 1871, arranged for the division of the 
Frovinee into School Districts. A certain portion of the territory was allot- 
te I to the Chief Superintendent, and Ihe remainder to Inspecrors Duval, 
Wood, Morrison, and Freeze, in specified allotments. On aasumiug the 
duties of Chief Superintendent, September 14th, 1871, other duties of the 
Department were too pressing to permit me undertaking in per- on the laying 
out of any portion of the Province into Districts. Tbe Inspectors were in- 
formed that they would be required to complete this work, and to submit it 
for the review of the IJoird of Education early in December. As agents of 
the Board, these gentlemen devoted themselves arduously and exclusively to 
the work thus assigned them. Their duties were difficult and trying, aud 
tie time at their disposal was limited. After a protracted review ..f the 
recommendations of each Inspector, considering petition-* and hearing dele- 
tions, the Board of Education prescribed the boundaries of the School 
stricts, and caused the aame to be f\ ted with the Clerk of tbe Peace in 
each County, and to ho circulated for general information. 

The long expertenco of Mr. George Thompson in the Education Office 
on ibled me to devolve upon him. almost entirely, the labour connected with 
the distribution on account of the half-year closing September 30th, lSfl, 
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I was thus able, during that time, to bring before the Board of Education for 
full discussion and decision, the important matters subsequently embodied in 
formal Regulations by the Board. These Regulations involved the applica- 
tion of the principles of the Common Schools Act, to the entire administra- 
tion of the system of Free Schools it was designed to establish, equip, and 
control. It was felt to be a matter of the last importance that these Regula- 
tions should be in accord with the soundest principles of school economy, in 
order that our system of Free Schools might in all its parts cooperate in se- 
curing in a high degree the end in view,— the education of all the people. 
I am happy to say that these Regulations, dealing as they do in detail with 
such subjects as School buildings, furniture, and premises ; apparatus and 
text-books ; the qualifications of teachers and the mode of their classification ; 
the conduct and government of all grades of schools, miscellaneous and 
graded, — Common, Superior, and Grammar, as well as of the Provincial ' 

Training and Model Schools ; the local administration and the general inspec- 
tion and supervision ; have met with the approval of many distinguished 
educationists and teachers, both at home and abroad, and of the people gene- 
rally. I am aware of but one exception, of any importance, to this statement. 
In respect of the 20th Regulation, many Roman Catholics have supposed it 
interfered in some way with their rights; but this complaint, it appears to 
me, is not well founded, 6ince the operation of the Regulation in question 
simply preserves every school alike accessible to the children of all parties, 
classes, and creeds, — a clear and binding obligation upon the Board of Educa- 
tion in the administration of the Common Schools Act, whether expressed 
by Regulation or not. J 

Twelve .thousand copies of the School Act and the Regulations of th* v 
Board of Education were printed for general distribution. Provision was 
made for an accurate and complete system of School Registration, as the 
basis for the appropriation of the County Fund. In order that suitable 
Registers might be sent out from the Education Office in •December, advan- 
tage was taken of paper and Stereotyped brms which I had caused to be 
prepared for use in connexion with the Schools of Nova Scotia. I may add, 
that arrangements have pince been made with Messrs. J. & A. M'Millan, of 
Saint John, for a regular supply of these forms. Corporate Seals for the use 
of the District Trustees were also provided, and such blank Returns as were 
required by the provisions of the Act and -Regulations. » 

While these preparations were going forward, I met with the Board of \ 
{School Trustees ot Fredericton and St. John, and also with those members 
appointed by the Government, of the Boards of Portland and Woodstock. 
Both cities and both towns were ill prepared to meet the requirements of 
the Act about to come into operation. I think I am correct in saying that 
in neither of the tsities nor towns named, was there a single school house 
owned by the Parish School Trustees. Nearly every town in the Province 
was equally deVoid of public school property. The rooms occupied by the 
teachers were, with a few exceptions, badly lighted, badly ventilated, and 
furnished with unsuitable seats and desks. I pointed out to the Trustees 
the mode of school organization required by the Common Schools Act, and 
the extent and character of the accommodation which it was necessary for 
each Board to provide, and in every case recommended that proper furni- 
ture be procured at once.. 

I communicated by letter with all the towns and villages which the 
urgency of other duties rendered it impossible for me to visit. The matter 
of school accommodation and classification of pupils were the chief matters 
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pressed upon the careful attention of the school authorities in these centres 
of population. In particular, the Boards of Trustees of the cities of St. John 
and Fredericton, and of the incorporated towns of Portland. S«unt Stephen, 
and Woodstock, addressed themselves with promptness and energy to the 
work of providing suitable furniture for school rooms and teachers. The 
public labour thus gratuitously performed by the gentlemen composing 
these Boards, was difficult and arduous. To their whole-hearted efforts the 
public are indebted for the very satisfactory progress made in these impor- 
tant School Districts. The labor performed especially by the Trustees of 
St. John, Fredericton, and Portland, was very great. These remarks are 
scarcely, if at all, less applicable to the Boards of Trustees in most of the 
other populous School Districts of the Province ; but in consequence of 
| these Boards being wholly composed of persons elected by the rate-payers 
at the annual school meeting, the means of preliminary action did not 
exist in these latter districts, ps in the cities and incorporated towns espe- 
cially provided for by the 62nd section of the Act. In addition to the 
means already enumerated for, securing the dissemination of correct and 
pertinent information respecting the provisions and requirements of the 
Common Schools Act, lengthy advertisements were published in all the 
newspapers of the Province. An influential portion of the press also, ren- 
dered most valuable assistance by a full and free discussion of the claims of 
education, and the Provisions of the Act in this behalf. 

At the earliest day permitted by the provisions of the Common Schools 
Act, January 1st, 1872, the Board of Education appointed an Inspector of 
Schools for each of the fourteen Counties of the Province. As the day 
fixed by the Act for the holding of the Annual School Meetings fell on 
January 11th, and as notices of the same, signed by the Inspector, were to 
be posted in each of the school districts, " at least six days previously /* 
each Inspector was authorized to procure whatever assistance might be 
necessary to enable him to carry out the requirements of the Act in this 
behalf. 

The following general instructions were issued to each Inspector : — 

"The Board of Education does 'not require Inspectors, this present year, to examine 
the pupils in the several Schools within their jurisdiction ; but to give chief attention to 
general matters of pressing importance connected with the organization of Schools by Dis- 
tricts, and their duo conduct under the Law. You are expected to visit each District 
during each Term of the School year, and the following Instructions are issued for your 
general guidance in the discharge of these duties. 

1. If possible, notify the Trustees of your intended visitation. Meet the Trustees, or 
their Secretary, or all, and examine into their mode of conducting business. See if the 
Secretary's bond has been executed and lodged with the Clerk of the Peace. If not, 
explain the object, nature and necessity of such bond, and of an immediate execution of it. 
See that the Trustees clearly understand all matters connected with the local assessments — 
that the Secretary keeps all documents properly, and always preseives minutes of tho 
Meetings of the Trustees, — that any complaints respecting the bounds of the Districts are 
such as require attention, in conformity with the accompanying Letter; and that the School 
grounds are chosen by Trustees and approved by you (in conformity with Regulation 10), 
Give written approvals. 

2. Visit the School. See that the Teacher's engagement is ro conformity with Regu- 
lation 2 : That the Register is accurately and neatly kept : That the accommodation is 
fairly within the Regulations, and if not. that the proper steps by way of immediate or 
more remote remedy are pointed out to the Trustees : That the general conduct of the 
School in respect to the subjects of study and non-sectarian character, as required by tha 




Law and lie filiation 8, is properly observed : and that the Teacher has 
and Regulations for his or her guidance. 

3. In Districts having no Schools, call the people together thy notice i 
•Kigbun the J.nw. Urge tile importance of Iv! neat-ion. Leuro, wit' 
val, axiatwg difficult.^;. See 8«e B7 & 3&S 

In all cases distribute iliu Act as jou ihink. needed, and use jour best cflorta to have 
the Law administered faithfully, impartially, and effectively. 

In reference to District Boundaries, the following general instructions 
were issued to the County Inspectors i— 

In Districts where local assessments WW* impose"! at the School Meetings, the Bonrd 
deems it inadvisable to make any rfiange in tbo ewtablished Biatrial boundaries, to take 
effect before the next Mflflul mceiing. 

Th« tongong is tit be regarded as a general role. You are therefore requested to 
examine into the merits uf the petitions transmitted to yon, und of all similar cases of 
complaint, durisg your visitation, and if ye:» find that the waking of a change in the 
boundary of any Diatriot would disturb existing aaacasnente, yu will defer fttP consldera- 
tion of the ease till your summer toar. But in any ease ( 1 ) of confusion of lines, requir- 
ing interpretation OH the pari of th« Hoard, or, { 'J ) of I'niliire to include any person or 
persons in any District, or, (8 ) of injudicious division, and the proponed mnendments do 
not iajter&re wiih I'i-tritis already organised) and which have nsscwed themselves, or, (4 ) 
in any eif<es of kindred ciinritetcr; you will iwefnlly, in the light of See. I> (3) and Heg. 
1 and Ren., draw out on n Hparala page of fooli-en)) the proponed bonndur)' of any EHa- 
triot, and alaa en MMtkor aheel the amended bonndariai of the Distriete thereby affootfd ; 
and forward the Rone, with full explanation^ to this office. The boundaries, in all oases 
where your reasons sociu sound, will he at once adopted, to take effeut immediately, lu 
this aiatter the 1'oard will rely [rranily oil jroul jadgn ent, and you will endeavour to curry 
out this work solely with a view to the eofonrentfltt of the evident design of the provisions 
Of ihi Law. Hpeewl iiHoeiin^'s e.iu In: held, doubtless, in many such tuauitiea, after changes 
;irc ma4e, You will do well, however, not. to recommend any change until yon have 
exanthM 1 the caae joiilW.I' on the ground. Otherwise yon may be deceived, and the 
Hoard Misled. Tneteeaof any DiBiricin (Seeled *honid always 1>b notified of their revised 
bound*." 

I have now indicated, in brief, the character or the preparation made for 
the incoming Free School System, mid the nature of the work specially 
in hand during' the past year. Many difficulties- and obstructions have 
been encountered. The courts have been appealed to, and injunctions 
have delayed, in some measure, the natis factory operation of the law. But 
notwithstanding every hindrance, the work of establishing schools has 
made steady progress, mid the public, mind has, as never before, been 
aroused to thought and discussion on the subject of education. 

CHANGE IN. SCHOOL TERMS, &e. 
In Former years, the School Terms closed on March 31st and September 
30th On a careful examination of this matter, the Board of Education 
provided by Regulation that the School Terms under the new system 
should close on April 80th and October 31st. These are the natural 
periods, in view of the climate and industries of New Brunswick. No 
artificial limitation of Terms can control the influx and efflux of pupils, at 
the periods indicated by these dates. "Under the previous arrangement, it 
WU frequently a difficult matter for Ihe Education Office to compile the 
returns in time for the Annual Report. With one month's less time, and 
with the increased labor permanently devolved upon the office by the ter- 
minal apportionment of the County Fnnd, k is obvious that the Chief Su- 
perintendent could not, without another assistant, be in a position to lay 




before Parliament full statistics respecting the Summer Term, year by- 
year, in his Annual Report. It is also very evident that the interests of 
Education, require that the Chief Superintendent be :ible to move with 
greater freedom than is at all possible under such a pressure of technical 
duties. These views were considered by the Board of Education before 
changing the School Terms, and it appeared to the Board that every in- 
terest would be served by embracing in this Report, statistical tables of 
the two short Terms of 1871 — 2, (to May 1st), and all tke statistics of school 
attendance of the Summer Term, (to November 1st) ; and annually here- 
after to include in Tart II, a full year, with a special Table in Part I, of the 
attendance to November 1st. All the statistics of chief moment will thus 
be brought down one month later than formerly, while adequate time will 
be secured to make the Statistical Tables contained in Part II, at once 
simple and instructive. In pursuance of this latter object, it will be ob- 
served that I have classified the statistics of the Winter Term, and have 
deduced and recorded with the bare facts, the results of the most important 
applications of these facts to the people of the several Counties, and to the 
Province at large. The value of this method of 'treating the statistics will 
be more fully seen in the Report of next year. 

In the adjustment rendered necessary by the new Act, there were three 
terminal distributions during the past year, instead of two. When it is 
remembered that by the establishmeut of a County Fuud, the labor of one 
distribution equals that of two under the former Act, and that two out ot 
the three distributions of the past year included the County Fund, I need 
not say that I have found it difficult to present a timely Report But now 
that the entire circle of transition has been traversed, and the whole work 
of administration — including the sessions of the Training School, and tho 
periodic examination of candidates for license to teach— has been brought 
into harmony with the change in the terms and the requirements of the 
School system, I anticipate a more prompt and efficient discharge of the 
ordinary duties of my office. 

SCHOOLS AND ATTENDANCE. 

By reference to Abstract A., Part II, it will be seen that the number of 
Parish Schools returned on Dec. 31, 1871, was 629, and the attendance of 
pupils, 19,506. 

As these figures cover a period of only three months, from September 
30th, to December 31st 1871— the last months the Parish School Act was 
in force— any comparison between the result of this broken term and those 
of preceding full terms, would not be trustworthy. I am aware, however, 
that the near repeal of the Act caused a good number of teachers whose 
engagements expired on September 3l)th, to await the operation of tho 
Common Schools Act, before seeking further employment in teaching. The 
same cause disposed the School Committees, in a number of districts, to 
defer their efforts to open a school. 

The number of Schools in operation during the short term from January 
15th to April 30th, 1812, was 661, and 3 Grammar Schools not uniting with, 
the Common School Trustees,^ 664, 

The number of pupils attending these Schools was 28,603, and 153 in 
attendance on the three Grammar Schools above named= 28,756, being 1 
in every 9.93 of the population. 

Omitting the pupils attending the three Grammar Schools referred to, 
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there were 131 pupils under 5 years of age; 24,376 between 5 and 15, and 
4,096 over 15. Of these pupils, 16,177 were boys, and 12,426 were girls. 

The grand total days' attendance made by these pupils — the maximum 
number of " teaching days" being 75 in this short term— was 1,083,949; 
the daily average attendance while the schools were in session being 18,438 
or 64.45 per cent., and ike full term average (75 "teaching days"), 14,452 
or 50.53 per cent. The details of these statistics will be found in Tables I 

and II. — Part II. 

» 

The following is the corresponding statement for the Summer Term 
closed October 31st, 1872 :— 
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I'esides the schools and pupils given in the foregoing Table, there were 
Z Grammar School*, independent of the District Trustees, having an at- 
tendance of 1#> pupil*, -887 public schools, attended by 89,*37 pupils. 

We have now reached ground for some comparison of results of the 
present system with those of the system which it superseded. The Sum- 
mer Term, being a complete one, furnishes the only trustworthy data for 
the comparison, I shall, therefore, deal chiefly with the statistics of this 
Term. In the Summer Term of 1871, there were, including the Grammar 
Schools, !J 10 schools under the supervision of the Chief Superintendent ; 
in the corresponding Term of 1872, there were, in all, 887, decrease 23. 

The following statement will exhibit the details of this comparison : — 



1871. 


1872. 




1871. 


1872. 


Albert, 40 


47 


Queen's, 


60 


58 


Carlton, 79 


83 


Kestigouche, 


15 


20 


Charlotte, 90 


86 


St. John, 


122 


144 


(llouceftter, 87 


8 


Sunbury, 


29 


34 


K<!Mt, fifl 


8« 


Victoria, 


31 


17 


KiriK'«, 98 


90 


Westmorland, 


89 


82 


Northumberland, 75 


65 


York, 


89 


127 



"When it is borne in mind that the organization of schools under the law 
has been impeded, not only by the forms of opposition which have almost 
uniformly attended the introduction, in other countries, of direct assessment 
for the support of schools, but especially by those arising from dislike to 
the public and non-sectarian character of the schools sought to be estab- 
lished, the comparatively small decrease of 2tS schools is a striking testi- 
mony of the general acceptibility of our present Free School System. 

In the Province of Nova Scotia, where the opposition to non-sectarian 
Nehools did not assume an organized form t (persons of all christian denomi- 
nations being willing very generally to unite in the organization and sup- 
port of Common Schools), the decrease in the first Term under the Free 
System, was 172 schools, and in the second term, 177. The reports of the 
County Inspectors given in Part III of this Report, Appendix B, shew that 
much misapprehension has prevailed in some Counties, as to the character 
of the instruction provided by the Common Schools Act. I feel persuaded 
that when those who, on religious grounds, inveigh against the promoters 
of this Act, shall divest themselves of all prejudice in this matter, and see 
clearly just what the present school system aims to accomplish for all the 
people, their inlluence will not be longer be used to obstruct the organiza- 
tion of the schools it contemplates. Certain I am, that experience and obser- 
vation >v 11 convince the Roman Catholics of this Province that " their 
feUow*eitixens are not the unbelievers and dangerous characters they are 
T*pro*onted to be ; that they have more interests and feelings iu common 
with them* titan in opposition to them ; that the tendencies of the age, and 
<tf *ll A* institutions and enterprise of the country, are to co-operation and 
wak* among all classes of citizens, rather than to isolation and estrange- 
3M4A ftaoa **fth other ; that there is no part of the civil and social economy 
n^rfck&i tk»^wwl*cOH>peration and unity are more important and ad- 

Tsooacwtts tt* aU parties, than in the mental development of the whole 

vonftdau 7 njiilariwiiTf ih* country, and the d illusion of general knowledge ; 

is*: j& mf. UMK of trust and emolument in our country are directly 
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or indirectly depending upon the elective voice of the people, every man 
is inflicting an injury upon his children, who seeks to isolate them from 
that acquaintance and intercourse and community of feeling with their 
fellow-citizens, which in the very nature of things, is necessary to secure 
general confidence and favour."* 

On referring to the attendance at these schools, it will be seen that the 
amount of education given has been much beyond that of any former 
period. The total number of pupils in the Summer Term of 1871 was 
33,981, while in that of 1872 it was 39,837— increase 5,856. This must be 
regarded as most satisfactory progress, since the advance exceeds that made 
during the wlwle of the previous ten years. 

The following is the total attendance : — 

1*71. 1872. 

2,079 
8,437 
4,068 

S04 
1,598 
S,«49 
2,186 
2,026 

877 
8,286 
1,110 

758 
4,450 

5,014 



Albert. 

# 


1,502 


Carleton, 


2,719 


Charlotte, 


8,800 


Gloucester, 


1.421 


Kent, 


1,-49 


King's, 


3, 102 


Northumberland, 


8.023 


Queen's, 


1,776 


Restigouche, 


618 


St. John, 


5,812 


Sunbury, 


955 


Victoria, 


91." 


Westmorland, 


3,403 


York, 


3,03 -> 



Total, 33,981 39,837 

It will be observed that the increase referred to was made by ten out of 
the fourteen counties Further : these ten counties show au increased at- 
tendance of 7,223. The counties of Gloucester, Kent, Northumberland, 
and Victoria show an aggregate loss of 1,367, the most of which (1,117) 
occurs in Gloucester alone. An inspection of the Table previously given 
will show the proportion of the population in each County attending the 
public schools. It will be seen that in this particular, much remains to be 
accomplished before the privileges of education shall be as common to all 
the people as our obligations and necessities demand. But an impartial 
consideration oi" the results ot the first year's operation of the Free School 
System, as shown by the attendance on the schools in the counties adopting 
it, must convince thoughtful men not only that there was a clamant 
necessity for educational reform, but also that the system inaugurated by 
the Common Schools Act is well adapted to diffuse the benefits of educa- 
tion universally among the people qf Nevy Brunswick. 

It may be thought that, in founding general statements upon the results 
of a single year's attendance, I have not weighed with sufficient care all the 
conditions under which thesj results have been reached. Be that as it may, 
it is to be kept in mind that we are not without the records of history to 
guide us in this matter. If .New Bruuswiek were the first couutry on this 

* Dr. Ryerson, Chief Superintendent, Ontario. 
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continent, instead of almost the last, that enacted a Free School Law, the 
present system might fairly be considered an experiment. But the success 
of the Free School System has not been left, under Providence, to our de- 
cision. The truth is, its success or failure in New Brunswick must judge us 
as a people. We, rather than #, are on trial. In this view, it will be instruc- 
tive to compare our position with that of others ; and with no country can 
the comparison be more trustworthily instituted than with the Sister Province 
of Nova Scotia. Including the Grammar Schools of each Province, the fol- 
lowing is the attendance on the Public Schools from 1861 : — 

NEW BRUNSWICK. 





Winter. 


Summer. 


1861. 


25,618 


27,982 


1862. 


26,401 


28,630 


1863. 


• 26,078 


28,487 


1864. 


27,171 


30,632 


1865. 


27,879 


30,496 


1866. 


28,383 


30,264 


1867. 


28,725 


31,364 


1868. 


28,226 


31,988 


1869. 


30,431 


33,327 


1870. 


31,487 


34,336 


1871. 


32,673 


83,981 


IS 72. 


2S,?SO 


30,939 



^0 


NOVA 


8COTIA. 




» 2 * 


WlKTEB. 


Summer. 




• "™ ft. AS 


31,409 


35,895 






34,111 


38,023 


|"JS 


4> •* «r* 


33,311 


41,656 




J £8° 


33,265 


87,546 


rt t£ 2 o 

•S C O 




*35,151 


43,991 


_2 » ° o 


39,708 


45,131 


50,019 


91,050 


40,939 


01,71* 


90,095 


S3,04S 


41,397 


OS,OS3 


92,141 


8*,10? 


43,471 


92,950 


95,523 


03,931 


44,832 


94,321 


90,239 


04,400 


44,872 


74,?M> 


99,232 


02,S5S 


40,422 









The population of New Brunswick in 1861, was 252,047, and in 1871, 
285,594. That of Nova Scotia, for the same years, was 330,857 and 387,800. 

The number of different children at school during some portion of the year 
has never been reported in this Province. The education department will be 
in a position accurately to determine this matter in 1874, and thereafter, year 
by year. In the statistics above given under this head, the figures have been 
derived by adding to the Summer attendance one-third of that of the winter, 
in pursuance of the estimates of Dr. Bennet. I am, however, of the opinion 
that the addition of twenty-five per cent, of the winter attendance would give 
a result nearer the fact. c 

Omitting from furthur consideration the yearly attendance, three important 
facts are disclosed by the statistics of the winter and summer terms : 

1. That previous to the introduction of the Free School System into Nova 
Scotia, BTew Brunswick was educating fully as large a proportion of her popu- 
lation as the sister Province, — the comparison from 1861 to 1864 inclusive 
shewing an average of 0,3 per cent, in favor of New Brunswick. 

2. That since the introduction of Free Schools in Nova Scotia, that Province 
has out-distanced New Brunswick, and taken a foremost position amoug the 
educating countries of the world, so far as the amount of instruction is con- 
cerned. The comparison shows that from 1865 to 1871 inclusive, a period of 
seven years, Nova Scotia has been educating, on the average, 35 J per cent, 
more of her population than New Brunswick. The fact indicated by this per- 
centage may bq more fully appreciated, by expressing it as follows — taking 
the census rates : — 
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ATTENDANCE MADE BY N. B. 



ATTENDANCE THAT N. B. WOULD HAVE 
MADE AT THE KATE OF N. 8. 



1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
18?1 



Winter, 

27,879 
28,333 
28,725 
28,226 
30,431 
31,487 
32,673 



Summer. 
. 80,496 
. 30,264 
. 31,364 
. 31,988 
. 83,827 
. 34,836 
. 38,981 



"Winter. 

26,421 

33,808 

46,079 

48,429 

53,957 

54,933 

55,056 



Summer. 
. . 32,900 
. . 41,963 
. . 52,319 
. . 53,681 
. . 56,009 
. . 56,349 
. . 56,877 



3. That, comparing the attendance at school in New Brunswick during 1872 
with that reached in Nova Scotia in 1865, the educational progress of New 
Brunswick has surpassed that of Nova Scotia during the first year of the op- 
oration of the Free School System. A comparison cannot properly be insti- 
tuted between the results of the winter Term, since on April 30th 1872 our 
Free Schools had been established but 3£ months, while on April 30th 1865 
those of Nova Scotia had been in operation 6 months. So great a disparity 
in time during the first Term, precludes any just comparison. Taking the re- 
sults of the Summer Term, therefore, as the true basis of comparison, it will 
be seen that our attendance in the Summer Term of 1872 exceeded that of 
1871 by 5,856 pupils, or 17.23 per cent; while that of Nova Scotia in the 
Summer Term of 1865 exceeded that of 1864 by 6,225, or 16.58 per cent. 
But the true comparison lies in the proportion of the population at school, in 
each Province, during these periods. Taking the census rates, the population 
of New Brunswick in 1872 would bo 289,192, and that of Nova Scotia in 1865, 
352,544. The proportion, therefore, of our population, at the public schools 
in the Summer Term of 1872, exceeded that of Nova Scotia iu the Summer Torm 
of 1865, by no less than 10. 95 per cent. For the periods compared, New Bruns- 
wick had at School 1 in every 7.26 of her population, while Nova Scotia had 
but 1 in every 8.06. It is to be borne in mind that in the case of New Brunswick 
but 3i months had elapsed at the beginning of the Summer Term, since the 
change in the school system was effected ; while a full Term of 6 months had 
expired in the case of Nova Scotia. 

The results of the foregoing comparison certify New Brunswick thus far a 
measure of success superior even to that of Nova Scotia, in her efforts to estab- 
lish a system of free education. There is no good reason why this Province 
shall not in a few years surpass Nova Scotia in the vigor of her school system, 
and the universality of its influence among the people. United and patient 
effort is all that is required. 

The Average Attendance. — Too short a period has elapsed since the 
introduction of the free system in this province, to determine its effect upon 
the regularity of the attendance at school. It has been urged by some, that 
-when there were no fees paid the attendance must be much more irregular, 
since there was no pecuniary inducement operating upon the parent to keep 
his child at school, and, more especially, because of the number enrolled in 
any free school, there must be a largo proportion whose parents care little for 
the education of their children. Were these views correct, I fail to see that 
they constitute any real objection to the present system. As to the pecuniary 
inducement, the present system of New Brunswick provides this in a more 
powerful way, iu the mode of appropriating the county fund. The interest in 
the attendance is reciprocal between all the property holders of the district, 
and is not confined to individual parents merely. This community interest, 
in the course of a few years, will beget a strong public opinion against 
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absence from school. When every rate-payer clearly understands that 
irregular attendance at school, either of his own or his neighbours 1 children, 
means increased district taxation, parental neglect will not permanently pre- 
vent any child from knowing that indifference to school privileges and duties 
is regarded with public disapprobation. The average attendance in Nova 
Scotia has been greater since the schools were Iree, and I think the same re- 
sults will appear in New Brunswick. The following comparison is of inter- 
est : — 

NUMBER OF PUPILS DAILY PRESENT ON AN AVERAGE PER 100 ENROLLED* 





Winter. 




N.B. 




N.S. 


1865 . . . 


. . 51.80 


• 


. . 62.63 


1866 . . . 


. . 62.50 


• 


. . 57.58 


1867 . . . . 


, . 51.90 


• i 


, . 56.86 


1868 . . . 


. . 63.90 


• i 


. . 58.33 


1869 . . . . 


. . 54.95 


« t 


, . 60.00 


1870 . . . . 


. 53.78 


• • 


. 55.90 


1871 . . . 


. . 54.99 


• l 


. . 58.30 


1872 . . . 


. . 64.45 









Summer. 


N.B. 






N.S. 


62.40 


* . 


. 


67.41 


51.50 


. . 


. 


58.00 


50.70 


. . 


• 


55.36 


53.00 


. . 


• 


58.09 


62.15 


. . 


. 


56.30 


52.50 


• . 


. 


66.10 


53.06 


. . 


• 


56.60 


50.32 









When comfortable houses have been built, good books and apparatus pro- 
vided, and competent teachers placed in charge of the schools, we will be in 
a position to deal effectively with the question of irregularity of attendance. 
It will be found, when this condition is reached, that the question has been 
well-nigh solved already. 

SUPERIOR SCHOOLS. 

The grant to superior schools is not now confined to any particular district 
within a Parish, but is open to competition on the part of all, under the fol- 
lowing conditions prescribed by the Board of Education : — 

Conditions of competition for tub Grant: The following conditions are pre- 
scribed for the receipt of the Grant to Superior Schools: — 

(1) The School shall not be located in the same District as the Grammar School. 

(2) It shall be taught in a superior manner by a male teacher of the first class. 

(3) The School accommodation, apparatus, and text-books, shall be such as are pre- 
scribed or recommended by the foregoing Regulations of the Board of Education 
respecting Common Sdiools. 

Notifications: The Trustees of any District wishing to compete for the additional 
Provincial Grant to Superior Schools, shall notify the Inspector of their intention on or 
before the first week in February 1872, and on or before the first week in December in 
subsequent years; and successful Districts shall be notified by the Chief Superintendent 
on or before the first week in June following. 

A list of the successful competitors is given in Table XI. The schools did not, 
in several cases, entirely fulfil the conditions named, especially in the matter 
of accommodation, apparatus, and text-books. The Trustees and teachers, 
however, very generally exerted themselves to meet, as far as possible, every 
requirement. This grant, carefully administered, will very soon secure a 
large number of excellent school houses, thoroughly equipped with the mate- 
rials of instruction. 

GRAMMAR SCHOOLS. 

The 53rd section of the Common Schools Act, provides for the voluntary 
union of the Grammar School Trustees and any board of districts school 
Trustees, for the support and management of the county .Grammar School, 
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subject to the approval of the Board of Education. At the introduction of 
the law, the Board published such conditions of union as it was prepared to 
sanction, as follows : — 

Conditions of Union. — The Board of Education names the following conditions for 
the union of Grammar and District Schools : — 

(1) That all the Schools of the District shall be a continuons series. 

(2)That the most advanced department constitute the Grammar or High School and be 
subject to the joint management of the Grammar School and District Trustees. 

(3) That- the Grammar or High School department be open free to all pupils of both sexes, 
resident in the County, on the same conditions ot qualification as to pupils resident 
in the District. 

(4) That the Teachers (and any class-room assistant) of each department of the series 
p % receive Provinical aid, — the Teacher of the High School department receiving the 

Grant allowed to a first class. 

(5) That the District Trustees receive aid from the County fund for all the pupils in at- 
tendance in all the departments. 

(6) That the Grammar School Grant be paid as usual. 

Most of the boards of Grammar School Trustees responded promptly and 
favourably to these proposals. Their co-operation has been of great value in 
working out the series of schools adapted to the populous localities in which 
the Grammar Schools are situate. Antagonisms have thus been avoided, and 
the educational forces of the country rendered more effective. A general ex- 
hibit of the Grammar Schools is given in table XII. At the present time, 
j those located in Bathurst, Chatham, and Hampton, are the only ones not in 
union with the Common Schools. The two former districts have refused to 
organize Common Schools. I do not certainly know why a union has not been 
secured iu Hampton. 

If the existence of the Grammar School in any district has the effect of de- 
priving the people of that district of the privileges of a free education, an ad- 
equate remedy must be had. The nature of my duties during the past year 
precluded me from visiting many of these Schools. I expect to overtake this 
work the coming year. I shall be in a position to report how far these schools 
are furthering the higher education of the country, and what measures, if any, 
are needed to secure more perfectly the desired results. Within a very few 
years, we shall be in a position definitely to determine the number and char- 
i acter of these secondary Schools. Their special business should be to take up 
the work of education where most of our Common Schools leave it, and carry 
it forward to that point where it may connect directly with the University. 
This design fairly, patiently, and persistently worked out, will prove the 
truest economy of means and forces already in operation, and constitute a 
powerful and harmonious system of education for New Brunswick. 

PROVINCIAL TRAINING AND MODEL SCHOOL. 

Table XIII. in Part II., and the report of the Principal in Part III., Appen- 
dix A., present pretty full information respecting this institution. 

In pursuance of the provision of the Common Schools Act which empowers 
the Board of Education to provide for the efficient working of a Training and 
Model School, very careful attention was given to this whole matter at the 
introduction of the law. It was deemed absolutely necessary to extend the 
time of each session to five months, in order that tolerable facilities for in- 
struction iu the theory aud practice of teaching and school management might 




be secured to tin- stml:':i!s in attendance. The following important Eegttiu- 
tions nf tfao Board of Education act forth the time and duration of eaflfa bb#- 

sion, the qualifications of admission, the general course of instruction and its 
aim, and the rules which regulate the conduct and government of the institu- 
tion : — 

is hi- the Tiuinim; School: There sltn.ll be two Sessions, or Terras, of the 
Training School in each year, as follows: Tlio first Term shall begin on (he first Wed- 
nesday in November, and dose on the Prid::y preceding the March Examination : the see- 
on. 1 Term shall begin on the first Wcdnujiduy -o' May, ami dose on the Friday preceding 
the September Examination. Students (.hall not 1"! admitted after the first week in the 
Tens, except, by the consent of lite Principal, to whom all applications, for admission 
arc to be addressed. 

QCALinCATioK for admission: The niininiiun qualifications of applicants shall bo 
those prescribed for Teachers of the Third Class, omittinir professional subjects. In all 
cases iTi-tilii-riiv- iH' good moral character must lie lodged with the Prin.-ijml. Holder* 
of valid licenses from the Board of Education shall be eligible for admission without, 
examination, on presenting I heir licenses. 

OODRSl of Instruction: While securing instruction in the ordinary branches of 
knowledge required lo be taught in the Schools of the Province, the course of instruction 
sbali bo specially directed to the imparting of n specific knowledge of School Organiz- 
ation and .Management, and Method in leaching. The departments of the Model School 
Khali be so arranged as to secure In leachors-in-i raining t'ari lilies for the illustration and 
practice of the most approved methods nf (caching and c luetiug Schools. 

Byk-Laws of the Tu.unim; School: The following B_ve-Laws shall he publicly read 
by the Principal a! the opening of each Term, and a copy of them shall he conspicuously 
posted in the Training School: — 

(1) The Training School shall be in session 6 hours every week-day during tho term, 
Saturday, public holiday*, and the Christmas vacation excepted. 

(2) It shall be the privilege of the Principal, or his Assistants, to open and close the 
daily session by reading ■ portion uf Scripture and by prayer. No student shall be 
required to attend these exerciser who shall, by written application to the Principal, 
ask to bo excused on conscientious grounds. 

(3) The students shall he regular and punctual in (heir at I em buoa in their several classes; 
and shall for any case of absence express to I he Principal the cause thereof. Students 
not present when the Moll is called, w who leave any class without permission, shall, 
in the discretion of the Teacher, bo marked as absent, 

(4) The students shall give due attention and respect to the Teachers ; shall act towards 
each other with becoming courtesy ; and shall, both within and without the Institu- 
tion deport themselves in a manner bclitting t heir future profession as educators of the 
young. 

(o) The students shall take every possible care of the buildings, furniture, apparatus, 
grounds, and oilier property belonging to the Institution; and damages caused by 
any student shall be repaired at the expense of such student. 

(G) Any student shewing disrespect to a Teacher, onli-rourlt'sv to a fellow student, shall 
!>e admonished and censured by the Principal; and if persistent in such ollence, shall 
be dismissed. Any student guilty of gross immorality shall be summarily expelled. 

(7) Each Teacher shall keep a Class Roll, which ho shall call at the beginning of each 
lesson, marking absentees. lie *ha)I also keep a Record Book, in which he shall re- 
cord at each lesson the merit of each student's recitation, and also t| lu absence of a 
proper deportment on (he part of any student. Record marks shall be made in parts 
of 100. 

(8) Two days of each month of the Term, beginning with the last Thursday of each 
month, shall be devoted to the Work of Review. On Thursday the exercise's shall bo 
conducted orally on the work of (he previous mouth, and on Friday by written exorci- 
ses on previous work of the Term, The closing Review of the Term shall be conduc- 
ted wholly as the Principal may determine. 

(0) Each teacher shall make a weekly Report of tlio average of each student's marks in 
attendance, deportment, recitation, and skill in teaching; as well as the merits of 
each student's Review exercises. 

(10) The Principal shall keep and preserve an Official Register, in which he shall enter 
each week the standing of each student with respect to attendance, deportment, re- 
citation, and professional skill. 






(11) At, the close of each Term the Principal shall report lo the Chief Superintendent of 
Eilii'-uliiiii. for the information of tin; Bo:ml of Education, ail matters of importance 
relative lo the working of the Institution; and in such report he shall present a classi- 
fication in three grudf-s nf those .students who shall have proved themselves entitled to 
the same — such classification to be based upon -kill in touching, coupled with a prompt. 
courteous and successful performance of the work of the Term. Students eligible lor 
classification, whose professional standing, obtained on the foregoing basis, Bhall 
reach *5, and bo less than 50, shall be classed as possessed Of faih teaching ability and 
skill; 50 and less than 75, coon; lo and upwards, su-Kiiton; and the professional 
qualifications of each shall be expressed in bol.li figures mid words. The professional 
classification of each student shall be recited in any license obtained on examination. 

(12) The Principal shall, at the beginning of each Term, acquaint the students with the 
following details ol the system of classification by which tfielr proje**iow.d standing is 
to bo determined: — 

1. Except In cases of sickness, an average of punctual attendance less than 75, or an 

average of deportment less than 7.i, shall totally disqualify a student for classifica- 
tion. 

2. An average of recitation less than H, shall disqualify for class superior; less than 
50, for class hood; less than 374, for class faju. 

8. The protest on id standing of those eligible lor classification shall be obtained by an 
average of the following: — 

(n) The estimate on the regular practice in the departments of the Model School. 

(6) The estimate on special practice. 

(c) The estimate on recitation in professional work. 

(rf) The estimate on written exercises on professional ■objects. 

(e) The estimated value of criticism on the practice of fellow students. 

{J') To the general average of the foregoing shall be added ten per cent, on the 
excess above 75 of the student's standing in attendance, deportment, and reci- 
tation. 

(13) The students shall lodge and board at such houses only as are approved bj the 
Principal, 

The practising or Model School consists of two departments, instead of three 
is formerly, each department having two sections or grades. Arrangements 
were entered into with the Board of Trustees of Fredericton, by which these 
departments forma part of the regular series of the City Schools. Advantage 
will ere long bo taken, by the consent of the Trustees, of some of the best of 
the more advanced grades of the Fredericton Schools, for the illustration of 
certain principles of method and modes of management. In respect of the 
practising departments, in charge of Miss Tweedic and Miss Minard, a most 
creditable degree of efficiency has been reached. Mr. Crocket has heartily co- 
operated with me in every effort to make them of the highest value to tho 
Training School, and a credit to the Province. They are the right arm of this 
institution. However ably and laboriously the Principal of the Training School 
may discuss the subject* of Method and Management, his ciforts must be com- 
paratively unfruitful unless adequate facilities for illustration and practise are 
at his command. Principles must be embodied in practise beforo the very eyes 
of the Students, and they themselves must have regular opportunities of prac- 
tise, conjoined with competent and judicious criticism. 

Mr. Crocket and his assistant, Miss Gregory, have unremittingly devoted 
themselves to the duties of the School, during the year. The more efficient 
this institution can be made, the greater will be the benefits conferred ou tho 
Common Schools of the Province. Tho demand for thoroughly qualified teach- 
ers is beyond the present supply. Whatever is necessary for the more effective 
equipment of the Training School, is to be regarded as an evidence of educa- 
tional progress throughout the Province. I am clearly of the opinion that the 
demands of the Free School System, will ere long require the enlargement of 
our operations in the Training School. 
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The following Order was made by the Board of Education on May 31st, 1872: 

Ordered, That after the present Term, all persons admitted for instruction at the Pro- 
vincial Training School, shall be required to subscribe the following declaration at tk 
time of their enrolment: — 

Declauation: I hereby declare that my object in seeking admission into the Trailing 
School, is to qualify myself for the Teacher's Office, with the intention, if receiving i 
License, to engage actually in the work of teaching, — and if I shall not teach a School h 
New Brunswick under the Common Schools Act, for 3 years within the 6 years wn 
following my receipt of License, I engage to repay to the Board of Education the amout 
paid me for expenses at the Training School. 

The allowance of $24 towards expenses is now paid to each student-teacher 
at the close of the Session, and for as many Sessions as he or she may find it 
advantageous to attend. Those holding District Licenses issued under the 
Parish School Act, and who have previously attended the Training School, will 
receive the same pecuniary aid as others, while attending the School. It is 
most desirable that every Teacher should, sooner or later, be able to attend at 
least two Terms. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

In consequence of the unsettled condition of School affairs during the year, 
I considered it of little use to send out blank returns with a view of ascertaining 
accurately the amounts expended for houses, lands, apparatus, <fcc. Many 
districts were not in a position to make these returns until after the Annual 
School Meeting. Having first organized the means of securing such information 
in Nova Scotia, my experience loads mo to adopt the plan of ascertaining every 
two years what has been the local Income and Expenditure, and what is the 
condition of each District in respect of School property, — houses, lands, ap- 
paratus, <fec. By this plan, very trustworthy statistics will be had, and the 
foundation laid for accurate reports on these topics, for the future. It must not 
be forgotten that accuracy is the moral quality of statistics, and that inaccurate 
statistics are worse than useless, — they are misleading. I hope to present 
some trustworthy statistics on these points in my next Report. We shall then 
be in a position to institute comparisons with other countries in respect to 
School accommodation, the cost of education per pupil, and the devotement of 
means to the purposes of education. 

A trustworthy statement of the average rate of salaries of the several classes 
of Teachers, will be found in Table VIII. This table is founded on the contracts 
existing during the Winter Term. Statistics of interest respecting the dis* 
bursements of the Government grants to Teachers, and the appropriation of the 
County Fund to Trustees, are given in Tables IX. and X. The disbursement 
of the allowance to Teachers attending the Training School is set forth in 
Table XY. ; and the total Legislative expenditure in aid of Public Schools, to 
May 1st, is exhibited in Table XVI. 

The various branches and the number of pupils engaged in each branch are 
shewn in Table III. The number of Teachers employed and the number of 
each class are stated in Table IV., while the entire period of service of those 
of the first class is given in Table V. A statement of the visits to the Schools 
by Trustees, Inspectors, Clergymen and Members of Parliament, is contained in 
Table VII., as well as the number of public examinations held, and the number 
and value of prizes given under the supervision of the Trustees. 

TEXT BOOKS. 

By the provisions of Section 6 (5) of the Common Schools Act, the Board of 
Education is empowered to prescribe text-books and apparatus for the use of 
Schools. No duty devolved upon the Board by the Act has been more onerous, 




and none has been the subject of mure continuous and careful deliberation. A 
uniform series of really good text-books is one of the greatest boons that can be 
conferred upon the Schools of any country. Once secured, it promotes econ- 
omy, since the same books may, for years, be made to serve different members 
of tho family, and in whatever district they may happen to reside. It render 
classification easy, and thus promotes order and system in School work. It 
gives definiteness to tho work of the Teacher, and tone to the whole matter and 
course of instruction. 

On ascertaining, in view of tho new Act, the position of the Province in 
respect of School text-books, I felt it incumbent on me to urge upon the Board 
of Education the immediate exercise of the power conferred upon it in this 
behalf, multiplied as were the other duties claiming its attention. In the dis- 
charge of this duty it has been the aim to secure books attractive in appearance, 
trustworthy in subject-matter, clear and natural in method, and of reasonable 
cost. Wherever it was not possible to secure all these qualities in the degree 
tlesircd, preference has in alt cases been given to the subject-matter and the 
method. I have some assurance in saying that the Schools of no country on 
this continent have text-books superior to those which have thus far beea pro- 
vided for New Brunswick. Much perplexity was experienced in dealing with 
the subject of Reading Books. After very careful consideration, the Board was 
■convinced that a better series could be prepared than any before the public, 
and it was resolved that steps be taken to secure the issue of a new series 
prepared in accordance with sound principles of didactics, and specially adapted 
to moot the requirements of a system of public education. The Primer (with 
Wall Sheets) and four Headers have been published, and tho series will be 
completed during the year.* Steps have also been taken to provide elementary 
reading books of equal quality for the French districts of the Province. The 
MHS. have been approved by "the Board, cud it is hoped that arrangements may 
shortly be effected by which their publication may be secured. 

In a few subjects of study, no text-books have yet been prescribed. These 
are under consideration, and a decision will be reached as early as possible. 



•Thefollnwiiii; njiiiiiipiis re. i ice tin;; tin; " Ilnynl li.iulers" arc appended: — 

The true lnu.-!i-.t..iii- ,.r the value of a test- U Is ii- clfri-l itpnn Hie tawnera. Willi ilii- In I i. tf, I 

linvt' walcln'd (lie i.i-..;:i-.--- of wv.-nil chililivu li.,m Hi l..-;:inmre: "1 tin' S.'l I 1'riiin'i' onward*. I 

Ih-ui- willing will:.'-* tn tlif rn[:i<lih ami lliuiMiiailiin—. ul tln-Lr ii-huiicniL.-ut I nl-i to llicir cn-cr in- 

leiv-i uii'l imnun-i |.li;i-iiir in 1,-arnim: I., n-iiil. I wi.h l<> r-xiiivi." mv -n-r ■■!' rli- -r.-:il s<i-.l yi.n Imvn 
iloiif hv llif imtiriivr-mfjiit cH'cci,-.! in ihi- ilr-|.;irlii,cnl alone. — I'uor. Thomas llAiiaisow Unicerrity 
of A"«W Urunstrk-k. 

The reader* that have n* vet been ls-mil. (four) ncc.l (inly In W examined in Hip liuhl irf xniind edu- 
.-iliumil |irinci|ili-. In |ifn if llii'iri'i,iii|i[.lr ;,il;i|,l:itiiin I" liirr ivuiil- iind I In.: wi>,| I I In- lW,i,l nf l-jt- 

■gMon&pMwriblni Hh-im. — Daily t.-i, ,„■„ t ,i, nmi Journal, 86 John. 

Great pilnn have eviihnillv been lakvn with lln-ir ..'.Jiuiiilutiun, and evcryitiln;; serum to have liccn. 

il.nn^lit ul in 111:1k. ■ tin-in iii nncf iiwful ami it (tractive. 

'I'ln- l.uulo lintli ill outward Inr ek! inward i-liarm-tor jii'f. in mv.Uidimient. -ilperk.r to any scrfra ,,f 

i.'.m.Miu- li.mk- wi.i.-h 11 in- Ikvii mv r.ir to i t- wiiii. — 11, (i, Uohcnsos, Si. A., Canon 0/ York, 

Entj., an<l aim <>/ • !"■ Kn,l»ii-«l Srhoul.' Co 111 m is* ionerx. 

Tho " Kovnl Hi'odcTs " nn- Hie most interi-aUng ami Uw ttDPttT J books of the kind I have yel seen,— 
Miss oaki.ky, College for Latlitj, London. 

I have very earefullv examined the- Kovnl Kead'T-." The plan i- e\i-cl]cnt, and the execution, if 

1 ,,,1, -;iv -n.cv.'ll licit".'!'. TIli'V arCOllI lit >iiM till' li"sl SCI-ii- I..C Iicilililli--H-.nl,., [.obli-htJ.— T. MOB- 

nisus, M.A., factor oj the Frie Church Xt.miwl School, Glasgow, Scotland. 

1 have examined vcrv carefully the " .Timer," uud Sua, I., II.. and III, of the '■ liojal Buden.7 anil 

I Imvi- 11,1 hi'.-iliili-in in -iivin;: ll'nil lln-v an-, in mt ii,iini"ti, inei>ni|>ar:il.li the ( ■ ■ ■ — t lan-li-h Ri-ailni;;- 
n....l.- Unit have ever 1 n imlili-iiiil. 'I'ln- 11, [111. latii.n "1 llir mean- 1" tliu mi, I in view Li perfect. — A. 

.MiiMi.(.Mi:niK. Ll-.ii.. !;■•>•■■, ,,ol of tht b*Mvt GoOegt, QlMgow, SeoOana. 

They are admlraljlo iu evfrj pnrticiihu-, Sothing. in mv niiiiiiuii, -a ■" ■■■■ 1 i.-n- 

eiv.-innnl n| l.,li„-;,i:ini [linn i'ln- h i-1- ciivu!iilii>ii nil 1 I...-.1,-.. ami rim inn Hi-, 'tit handling of Uiem. 
ii. 1'atbbso.s, Hector of the Training School, Moras House, Edinburgh. 
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Aids for Lessons in Natural History. — This matter lias received aome 
attention. Suitable lessons on animals and plants are of much service in school 
work. The habit of careful observation lice at the bottom of all pound general- 
ization, and natural object fl, or faithful representations of them, supply the most 
powerful means of cultivating this habit in t lie young. But it is essentia] that 
any Bttch aids introduced into the School room shall be true to nature in every 
particular, ami that an obsjoua method shall determine both their character and 
extent. 1 anticipate that the Hoard of Education will shortly be able to secure 
suitable diagrams of animals and plants, for use in our schools. When secured. 
Teachers will be able, with much advantage to other studies, to enliven the 
work of the School room with interesting lessons respecting animal and plant 
life. 

INDUSTRIAL Drawing. — The subject of elementary drawing, especially 
with a view to its industrial applications, lias also been the subject of some 
correspondence during; the year. The Board of Education will, I think, 
do well to await the completer development of the plans now in progress 
in Massachuselts, under the supervision of Mr. Walter Smith, State Director 
of Art Education. It is my purpose, if other duties permit, shortly to give 
this whole subject the attention which it deserves, and to solicit the action 
of the Board oi' Education with a view to the taking of such preliminary 
steps as our circumstances may justify. 

PLANS OF SCHOOL HOUSES. 

Nova Scotia was the first coun try that provided by statute for the classifi- 
cation of all the school going children of populous districts into an ascend- 
ing series of grades, according to the attainments of the children. The 
Common Schools Act of this Province contains a similar enactment, and 
means have been adopted within the past two years, to secure some of the 
more obvious advantages of this mode of organization in the Province of 
Ontario. This important provision — contained in the 29lh Sec of the 
Common Schools Act— has received the careful attention of the Board of 
Education during the year. Regulations 5 — 14 cover the whole subject of 
school buildings, furniture and premises, adapted to the special require- 
ments of the law. The difficult subjects of the heating and ventilating of 
school buildings, have been examined with much care. There is no 
feature of the school service of greater importance to the country than the 
character of the school accommodation. It is quite within the reach of 
. iiool district to secure houses and furniture suitable for school 
work, and to arrange the school premises in a proper manner. The 
.mention of expense scarcely enters into the subject, since a suitable equip- 
ment ifl not necessarily more expensive than an unsuitable one, and what- 
. . M'utial to the physical welfare of the children while at school 
pUUIDt properly be withheld by any district. In order the better to 
looai parties in providing suitable accommodation, the Board re- 
■ publish plans for the construction and furnishing of school 
J, T. 0. McKean, Esq., Architect, St. John, was employed to 
noh designs and general specifications as would meet the require* 
3 the Act and theRegnlations of the Board. After these designs 
•proved, iliey were lithographed by the St. John & Halifax Litho- 
I published in hook form. A supply has been lodged with 
and the jut* of the plans can be had free of charge 
| ot District Trustees, Full sets of Working- Drawings were 
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also procured from the architect, and the Education Office, through the 
Board of Public Works, supplies, on application, copies of these drawing 
without charge to any district about to erect a new house. Considerable 
tiinr end means have been expended upon tliese plans, but I have felt 
justified, by the importance of the subject, in urging the Board of Educa- 
tion to make permanent provision for their supply. I know of no country 
where this matter has beeu mot in so satisfactory a way, and the result will 
be that in a few years New Brunswick will have healthy, convenient and 
comely school houses. 

As already intimated, I am not in a position to report the number of new 
houses built during the past year, or the amount expended for school ac- 
commodation. I am aware that many districts deferred the erection'of 
new houses, in order to secure the perfected plans of the Board of Educa- 
tion. It will be seen by the Inspectors' lteports, that a good number of 
new houses were built, York County alone having erected some thirty. 
Special mention should also be made of the two school houses erected by 
the Trustees of the town of St. Stephen, at a cost of over §10,000. t . , 

A STAFF OF QUALIFIED TEACHERS. 

The supply of qualified teachers, and their retention in the school service, 
is a problem which no Province or State on this Continent has satisfac- 
torily solved. In the business of education, the man or woman who 
educates, is everything. A qualified teaching stair, is therefore, necessary 
to the wide ditiusion of sound education. This truth has been clearly 
apprehended and deeply felt by those entrusted with the administration of 
public systems. AVhile too much attention can hardly be bestowed upon 
school-houses, furniture, text-books and apparatus, it is evident that these, 
however skilfully devised, stop short of the requirements of the case. The 
matter lies deeper. The living agent, the teacher, is the power which 
actually determines the efficiency of all other instrumentalities. What is 
manifestly required therefore, as an essential part of a common school 
system, is a staff of efficient teachers, men and women skilled in the 
■difficult business of teaching. This is the very heart of the whole tiling. 
Failure here is not made good by houses, books, or other appliances: it is 
failure out and out. 

" The teacher is the school." My experience and observation, both on 
this Continent and iu Great Britain and Ireland, have forced the sentiment 
of the old maxim into my blood. I should not discharge my duty satis- 
factorily to myself, if I failed to give expression to the strength of my 
convictions on this point. Let any intelligent person fix his mind for a 
little on the best teacher he ever knew. Let him call to mind the sweet- 
ness of that teacher's ways, the clearness of his methods, the accuracy of his 
knowledge. How skilfully he put one in possession of one's own powers. 
How soon hie pupils began to respect themselves, and to have confidence in 
their own abilities. How delightful to them was study, and how soon 
tbey learned, aud with what an outcome of genuine power, that the bound- 
less world of knowledge was not his alone, but theirs, and all men's. Place 
now such a teacher in every school in New Brunswick: what possibilities 
of noble endeavor and achievement could be denied to a people reared 
under such guidance! And yet the Parliament of New Brunswick, 
having called into existence a system of free education, is under obligations 
to do its utmost to secure this very result. Just as far as we approximate; 



it, and no further, shall we attniti the object for which any public educa- 
tional provision can legitimately exiBt. 

1 wish to suggest for the consideration of Parliament what appears to 
me to be fundamental in this matter. It is this-: the deliberate adoption 
of such measures as are. calculated to bind the whole brotherhoood and 
sisterhood of teachers of this I'rovim.'e together in a recognized profession. 
I here take it for granted that the business of teaching can fairly be shown 
to meet the conditions demanded of the general professions, though 
differing, of necessity, iu some of its aspects from them all. I shall, there- 
fore, proceed at once to specify the two conditions which, in my judgment, 
are essential to its actual assumption oi such a character before the public. 
The first condition is this: — 

None but persons who prove them af I res i/uii/i/icd in a prescribed degree must receive 
authority to engage as Teachers in the Public Schools. 

This condition is fundamental. Now it is certainly possible to ascertain with 
sufficient accuracy whether the attainments of any applicant for authority to prac- 
tice in any recognized department of the profession, Pie such as to warrant, without 
injustice to any, the issue of that authority in accordance with established principles 
applicable alike to all. A. common authority must guard the door of admission to 
the profession, and the character of this common authority, and the uniformity of 
its operations, must be such as to preclude all suspicion of favoritism, and command 
in all respects the confidence of the public. 

This first condition has been, I trust, fairly met by the "action of the Board of 
Education respecting the qualifications and classification of teachers, as set forth in 
the following Regulation : 

Regulation 30. — Licensing «f Teachers under the operation of tile Ari : The 
following rules lire prescribed wilh napret to the licensing of Teachers under llie opera- 
lion or tt« Act: 

(1) Persons eligible for Examination: No person shall be eligible for examination 
lor license (except us specially provided by Reg. 33), or for advancement of Class, 
unless presetting to the Chief Superintendent, one month previous to the date fixed 
lor the examination, satisfactory proof — 

If a male, I hat he is IK years of age; if a femsle, that the i* 16 years of ag*; That he or 
she is of tempi-rate habits anil £ood aiuml character! H«* attended the Provincial 
Training Sohool ill 1' uai one Term ; or 
Holds, o' ihc time of ipptfuation, u valid license granted previous to Jon. 15, 1872, under 

the authority of the Board of Education ; or 
Has undergone training at a recognised Training or Normal School in another enuntry, or 
Holds a diploma from a chartered College or University I 
and no person, except one who, on examination, has failed to obtain a license of 
uny cluss, or, of llie fail clus-i hy reason of had spelling, or a student in continuous 
attendance at the Provincial Training School, shall be eligible for more than one 
examination within a period of twelve months. Graduates of a chartered College or 
University shall he at liberty to apply for examination in all the subjects of the 
syllabus, or in reading and professional subjects only. 

(2) Provincial Licenses : All Licenses issued hy authority of ihe Board or Education, 
In.-niiiig da.e subsequent to January 15, IS72, (except art specially provided by Keg. 
32) shall he under Seal of the Board ; and shall he valid throughout the Province 
of New Brunswick, during the good behaviour of the holders. 

(3) Taut and Stalims of Examination: Au examination shall he held each year 
nt Fred encton in March and September, and at Si. John and Chatham in September, 
only,— beginning m oach case at 9 o'clock, a. m., on the third Tuesday of the 
month. The examination shall be held in such building as may be appointed by 




(he 'Chief Superintendent, who shall yive a! leusl ihree weeks' public noiice thereof 
in such manner as he shall deem prober. Each station of examination shall bo 
open to eligible candidates from nil ports ; and no candidate shull be allowed any 
opportunity of examination other than ns specified above. 
(^) Writttn Examinations: Except in Heading, the 

wholly on paper ; and the Chief Superintendent shall prepare, and shall have printed, 
suitable questions tor each class, in accordance with the; prescribed syllubus of ex- 
; and shall supply a sufficient quantity of thesH papers, together with 
■copies of such rules and instructions as he mav deem expedient for the due conduct 
of the examination. Tile examination papers shall bo securely scaled, and the seal 
on each package shall be broken in the presence of the candidates when required 
for actual use in the examination. 

(5) Chief Superintendent to hane charge of Ike Examination — Reading: The Chief 
Superintendent of Education shall, either in person or by his deputy, preside at any 
examinalion ; and shall, previously to distributing any question-papers to the candi- 
dates presetit, determine by oral exercises whether any candidate's knowledge and 
abilities with respect to Rending are sufficiently accurate and excellent to permit 
such candidate to undergo further examination for the class of License for which 
application has been made. 

(6) The Examination to be undergone- in good faith : The Chief Superintendent, or his 
deputy, shall place on fyle in the Education Office, a sworn report of the examina- 
tion, in which he shall record any known infringement of the Regulations of the 
Board. In the event of any candidate taking into the room any book, notes, or any 
■thing from which to derive assistance in the examination, or copying from another, 
or allowing another to copy from him, it shall be the duty of the Chief Superin- 
tendent, or his deputy, to dismiss such candidate at once from the examination, and 
10 remove his mime fiom the candidates' list ; hut if the evidence of such case bo 

ed subsequent to such dismissal, the case shall be 
candidate's papers shall be rejected if the evidence 

)(7) Estimation oj Candidate's papers : At the close of the examination, the Chief 
Superintendent shall promptly torward each candidate's papers to the Examiners 
appointed by the Board of Education, a portion to each, viz : to the Examiner in 
Language, the Examiner in Geography and History, the Examiner in Mathe- 
matics, and the Examiner in Teaching and School Management. Each Ex- 
aminer shall express his judgment of the merits of each paper submitted to him, by 
means of numbers — taking 100 as the highest possible mark. The Examiners shall 
return lite papers as promptly as possible to the Chief Superintendent who shall pre- 
serve them on fyle for a period of five years. 
i(8) Spelling: Each Examiner shall note and report the number of ordinary words 
misspelled by each candidate ; and the average of marks obtained by any candidate 
on his whole examination shall be inereused by .5 as many limes as the number of 
words so reported shall be less than (i. No candidate who misspells upwards of 6 
ordinary words in the course of the examination shall be deemed qualified to receive 
a license in advance of the second class. At the September examination in each 
year, an exercise in spelling shall on application he prepared for candidates who at 
any previous examination made nn average of 60 or upwards on the papers of the 
first class, and were debarred from receiving license of the first class by leason of 
bad -spelling. The Exercise shall not exceed one hour in length and shall be con- 
fined to common words, and any such candidate not making more than six errors 
shall be granted a license of the first class- without further examination. 
(9) Standards of award : In awarding Licenses, the following principles shall be 
strictly adhered to : — 
(a) To obtain the class worked far, the average of the Examiners' marks (the regulations 
respecting spelling being d-ily observed), must be 50 or upwards j to obtain the next 
lower class, the average mast be 40 or upwards; and to obtain the secand below the 
one worked for, the average must be at least 30. 
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(fij In each ca.se, there must be no mark further below half nf the renuirerllavprage than 
the actual averagu is above the requirement, wilh this limitation — thai where man are 
more tbun one paper demanded under one general subject {as in the case of History, 
Mathematics, &0.), il the average of the mirks on these papers er.unU.lhe required 
ftncral average, these papers shall he exempt from the operation of this principle; aud 
that any candidate making the required average for n given class shall not be debarred 
hereby from receiving the i.eit lower cla»a. 
(e) In order to obtain a Grammar School License, candidate!) will be required to make a 
general average 0IT1O or upwards on the whole e\aninuii<iii, with no mark in llle Eng- 
lish branches further billow 37.J0 than such averagu is above Jl). In Latin the average ' 
of murk* must he 50 or upwards, mill in Greek, 37.50 or upwards. Candidates fur this 
license who have previously made an average of 75 or upwards on the syllabus pre- 
scribed lor the first class, are to work papers on these subjects only which are peculiaf 
to the syllabus for a Gramm.ir Schuul License. (.'niiJidales working the exercises on 
professional subjects only (1), will be required to make un average of 75 or upwards. 
(10) Result* of Examination : Each candidate shall be notified by mail of the result 

of his examination, and be furnished with a Memorandum of the estimates placed 

upon his several papers by the Examiners. 

I think it will bo admitted that the foregoing regulations fairly meet the first 
condition specified, at least as far as it is desirable to attempt to meet it in litis 
way. The rest must be left to the operation of the provisions involved in the 
remaining condition. This Province, then, is in a position to consider with care 
the second condition referred to. It is this : 

Teaching masl afford suclt pecuniary guarantees, as shall permit qualified persons to 
miike it their business/or life. 

I do not refer especially to the obligations resting upon the local communities 
in this matter. These obligations are great, and must, of course, be assumed 
before we shall have a staff of qualified persons making teaching their life work. 
These obligations will be acknowledged and discharged very much in accordance 
with the estimate placed by the Legislature of the Province upon the Qualit* of 
the work performed in the Schools. This estimate can find effective expression 
only in the means adopted by the Province to insure to the people that the charac- 
ter of each teacher's work shall be regularly and adequately tested, and publicly 
made known by the giving or withholding of suitable rewards. Granted such 
were done by the Province, it is plain that the local communities would thus be 
continuously appealed to by the importance assigned to the business of teaching. 
I make no doubt in saying that it is the duty of the Province to lead in this mat- 
ter, and wilh solicitude to fosler an abiding educational interest in the minds of 
of ail the people. I shall, therefore, confine my suggestions to such pecuniary 
guarantees as, in my view, the Province can fairly undertake in this behalf, and 
ere long ought to undertake. The guarantees which I propose to every successful 
teacher, — i, e. to every teacher whose quality of work attests his success year in 
and year out — are definite pecuniary emoluments in the event of ill-health 
or old uge overtaking him while engaged in the Bchool service of the Province. 
These emoluments should be proportioned to the teacher's success and his period 
of public service. 

It is obvious that Provincial guarantees thus conditioned, involve the periodic 
classification of the Scfiouls by competent men, involve in short an efficient system 
of School iuspsction by the Province. I do not stay to demonstrate that a well- 
ordered system of inspection is the right hand and eye of a public school system, 
since it is equally necessary whether the pecuniary guarantees of which I speak be 
provided or not, and since the provisions of Section 1 1 of the Common -Schools Act, 
and Regulation 42 of the Board of Education, manifestly contemplate just such 
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Sec. 11. — From and after ihe period of five years from [lie In 
force, the Provincial aid loTenehers and Assistants, qualified find e 
shall be regulated in part according lo the class ol license, and in 

quality of the inetruciion given in the School as determined by the semi-annual exami- 
nation of pupils by on Inspector, 83 follows : For the School year, or raleably as above, 
Mole Teachers of the 6rst clajs, one hundred and ten dollars ; of the second class, eighty 
dollars ; of the third class, sixty dollars : Female Teachers of the first class, seventy 
dollars; of the ticcond class, fifty dollars; of the third class, forty dollars : in addition, 
each Teacher whose School shall be reported by the Inspector, in respect of quality of 
instruction, as entitled in any half year to the first rank, shall receive for the half year 
at the rate i>r fortv dollars per year : the second rank, at the rale of twenty-five dollar* ; 
the third rank, at the rate of ten dollars, or raleably as above ; each such Assistant shall 
receive a sum equal to nne-haif the grants lo Teachers. 

Pbcim tub Regulations ok the Board.— The sum placed ot the disposal of the Board of Edu- 
cation for Inspectors" salar.es is insufficient to secure the services of professional Teachers for the 
office. It is buiittved thai tiio interests of education will be best promoted by ihe employment of 
Inspectors, for a limited period, chit>lly in llic work of making practically known to the people the 
provision* of the law, the steps to be taken to secure its advantages, ihe requirements feajteotiag 
school accommodation, the careful and proper adjustment of boundaries, and in short, all matters 
necessary to enable every llis'.riet to become to familior with correct modes of procedure as to 
ensure tile regular support of schools. As soon as this condition is reached, the work of inspec- 
tion proper will require special attention, and demand professional quantitations fur its successful 
discharge, as contemplated by the following Regulation : — 

Regulation 42. — Uniform certification of candidates for Inspectorships : In view 
of the operation of Section 11 of the Act, all candidates for ihe office of Inspector shall, 
at or before the period assigned for the operation of such Section, have taught lor a 
period of at least three years, and shall have obtained a license of ihe Grammar School 
Class in accordance with Regulations 30 and 31 ; and upon appointment lo office each 
Inspector shall spend one term u I the Provincial Training School, or such time us the 
Board of Education may require, with a view to a more perfect acquaintance with iho 
methods of School Management and Teaching to be employed in the schools of the 
Province. 

Taking it for granted that the schools of a population not exceeding 40,000 will 
be assigned to each Inspector in toe discharge of the duties contemplated by Sec, 
11 of the Act, I shall briefly outline the manner in which they may be periodically 
classified in respect of the Quality of work done in them. I would group ail school 
subjects under two heads, — Obligatory and Optional. The obligatory subjects 
would be (say} such as reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, geography, English 
grammar and composition. The optional subjects would include all others now 
taught in our schools, with the elements of vocal music, industrial drawing, and 
physical science. 

The Board of Education would adjust and publish a programme of proficiency 
in obligatory subjects, and another in optional subjects. I am aware of the diffi- 
cult and responsible task involved in the preparation of these programmes ; but it 
is practicable. The great point to be had in mind is to save the programme from 
stimulating mechanical teaching, to grasp subjects vitally and not by mere exter- 
nals, and to lift principles to the surface, and not mere forms. To entitle any school 
to be classed at all, not less than 75 per cent of the number of pupils on each class- 
roll should be presented for inspection. To entitle a school to the first rank 65 
per cent, should pass in the obligatory subjects, and an equal percentage of those 

w ged with optional subjects should pass in two subjects of this programme, — 

it being obligatory to teach two of such subjects (if the condition of the school 
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permitted,, In: the teacher Laving the option a* to wi=: twDthey shall he. Oily 
one vibject under physical science sio^ld be allowed in azj :enn. If only 50 per 
cent, of any claw ''of pipil* y parsed in two s^jects. a school should be entitled to 
be placed in the frost rank if the number of posses averaged 65 for the school. 
Bat if this partial failure were repeated in the same subjects in another class (of 
pupil*;, the school should not rank as first even if eligible in all other r e s pect s, 
because this repeated double failure would argue inefficient teaching of these 
subjects. 

To entitle a school to the second rank 50 per cent, should be required instead of 
65, and one subject from the optional programme. Repeated doable failure, on 
the basis of 25 per cent, instead of 50, to disqualify the school for second rank, 
even if otherwise entitled to it. 

To entitle a school to the third rank, 40 per cent, of enrolled pupils shoold he 
required to pass in the obligatory subjects, and repeated double failure out and 
out, in any two subjects, should preclude the school from classification. 

The number of passes in each subject, multiplied by 100, divided by the 
ber on the class-loll, gives the percentage of passes in that subject ; and the 
of these percentages gives the standard according to which the rank of the School 
would be determined. The outline I have now given is of course, to be under- 
stood as merely approximate. The plan I have suggested is framed expressly 
with the view of avoiding the evils which educationists too truly, in my opinion, 
allege to here in the English plan. The foremost teachers in Scotland assured 
me that the chief objection now existing in that country to the English plan, was 
that it ignored the correlation of the various subjects of study, and virtually barred 
the way to the employment of the most successful methods of dealing with the 
fundamental subjects. Experiment after experiment has been made, and it has 
been shewn beyond all question, that schools confined to the study of the three 
K 9 s make less progress in these subjects in the same period of time, than those 
having a more liberal course of study. There is abundant proof that the soundest 
instruction in the essential branches is compatible with an extended course of in- 
struction in other subjects. The plan outlined does not countenance the notion 
that a dry mechanical knowledge of any branch is the thing to be sought after, 
but it does assume three important, things : — First, that good teachers can so in- 
form the minds of their pupils that these pupils shall be able readily to command 
their knowledge and set it forth ; secondly, that competent men can be had to per- 
form this work of fairly testing the knowledge possessed and valuing the know- 
ledge exhibited by any given number of pupils ; and thirdly, that the Central 
Authority shall watch with untiring vigilance the inception, growth, and maturing 
of the whole system. These assumptions are warantable ones, and are obviously in- 
volved in the provisions of the 11th Section of the Act. 

The outline I have now given, indicates the general system of school work and 
supervision which must in a few years result from the operation of the Common 
Schools Act. 1 now return to the consideration of the pecuniary guarantees to 
teachers, in view of ill-health or old ago, and which may be so grafted on the 
school system at this point as to contribute powerfully towards securing the per- 
manent employment of the best teachers. 1 respectfully submit that the Board of 
Education should be empowered to annex to the terminal payments provided by 
Section 11, the following Special Pecuniary Guarantees to Teachers, in the 
event of lou of health in the service or disability from old age : 

1. A School (or Department) passing in the first, second, or third rank, shall 
entitle the teacher to a yearly allowance from the Board of Education equal to tho 







following amount, per year, for every year of service performed under this guar- 
antee: 

Males. Females. 

First Rank t Firat Rank * 

Second Rank % Second Rank $ 

Third Rank $ Third Rank $ 

Where the series of passes made includes different Ranks, the proportionate 

average amount affixed to these different Ranks shall form the yearly unit ; but 

when the whole series of inspections of a school (or schools) taught by any teacher 

shews less than seventy-five per cent, of passes in some Rank, there shall be no 

claim to the special pecuniary guarantee, until this per centage is restored. 

2. Teachers who shall have taught for a period of at least five years, on an 
average, in eai'h district in which he or she has been employed under this guaran- 
tee, and the whole series of inspections of whose schools shews seventy-five per 
cent, of passes in the First Rank, shall be entitled to receive a yearly allowance 
from .the Board equal to the following amount per year, for every year of service 
performed hereunder : Male Teachers $ — , Female Teachers $ — . 

It is specially to be observed that the Rauk of the School has no legal connec- 
tion with the Class of the Teacher, but is wholly dependent upon the Quality 
of the work professed hy the School, under the operation of an Obligatory and 
Optional programme of instruction. This leaves ample room and verge for the 
recognition of every form of teaching ability, and affords no shelter for talented 
indolence. 

It is my conviction that the suggestions offered include in essence, and must 
evolve in operation, a fulness of sound results far beyond what the first blush of 
the subject might disclose. I shall briefly attempt to put these suggestions to the 
test. And in doing so, 1 wish anew to direct attention to what it is ice are in search 
of. It is this simply : the right education of the people of our Province, — not the 
right education of the few and the wrong education of the many, but a measure 
of the veritable thing itself for all. This is the aim, nothing more, or less, or 
else. Any proposition, come wheoce it may, that seeks incorporation into a 
school system, is to he condemned, if it can be shewn that its operation will not 
always and ever be a means to this end. But if it fairly passes this test, it is 
genuine, and all should unite for its incoming and welcome. Do, then, the two 
suggestions 1 have ventured to offer in behalf of a teaching profession in this Pro- 
vince, so touch the complex sources of School life as to evoke concurrently ail the 
forces nf the school organism in the spread of sound education ? I think a satis- 
factory reply to this crucial question may be rapidly outlined : 

For the Province to demand specific qualifications as the basis of conferring 
authority to teach, involves the determination by the Province of the nature of 
these qualifications, the ensuring of suitable facilities for their attainment, and the 
careful examination by competent persons of all applicants for license. Thus, at 
one stroke, scholastic and professional preparation is quickened over the whole 
country, and quickened for ail time. 

Persons who are not capable of demonstrating a reasonable degree of fitness 
for the work of teaching will not seek to enter upon it, or seeking, will be debar- 
red. Young men and young women of good parts observe that the Province 
has work for them to do, — work which she impressively declares to be of great 
moment, and which unqualified persons will not be commissioned to undertake ; 
and their sympathies are enlisted in this department of the public service. 



There is ever being born into the community a host of true souls, such as real 
teachers arc made of, who are ready to renounce the prospect of becoming wealthy, 
for the sake of doing service in a great and worthy cause. All that is needed is 
the public assurance that the material wants of themselves and theirs shall be 
provided for iu a manner tolerably in keeping with the functions to be discharged. 
Let this class of persons once know that the Province is pledged to make public 
declaration of the quality of the teacher's work, and that those who do gcod work 
can devote their lives to it without being exposed to distress and want in their 
days of weakness and old age, and the Province will have their services in the 
school rooms of the land. And let me here remark that the special pecuniary 
guarantees which I have suggested, are not pay for the services done, but simply 
the removal of an obstacle which would have prevented the service being done ; 
and the recognition of the importance and value of the service. 

To keep the door of the profession wide open for the admission of the best 
talent of the country, and at the same time to keep another door open for 
the quiet withdrawal of those who from whatever cause, are not successful 
teachers, is a problem that must be solved before sound edueaiion can be widely 
diffused. But the careful classification of all teachers by the Province, and the 
periodic classification of their schools under the conditions aud iu the manner sug- 
gested, with the accompanying guarantees, would sot the door of entrance wide 
open, render those happy who love the work, and ever motion the remainder 
towards the door of exit. And just here, by way of example, I wish to put a. 
current propositiou to the touchstone of this test. Both on this continent and iu 
Europe a superannuated teachers" fund is thought to be a most desirable thing. 
In this opinion I fully concur, but not in the principle on which any fund 
known to me is administered. Take tho Ontario fund, which illustrates a feature 
common to all that have come under my notice. Every teacher may pay 
in a certain trifling sum each year, aud thereby become entitled, in the event of 
disability, to draw out annually a sum equal to $6 a year for every year he has 
been employed. The Legislature of Ontario grants in aid of this f0d some 
$4,000 annually. Now, the benefits of this fund do not flow to the rfcipients 
as the recognition by the Province of the excellence of service rendered. Tho 
benefits are open to good, poor and indifferent teachers alike. Ifence persons 
who lack the energy necessary to make a decent livelihood in other callings, dis- 
cover that their country's forethought has met their needs exactly. The result is, 
they are powerfully drawn towards 'keeping school,' They can eke out the 
present as well at teaching, as nt anything else ; while the fund so thoughtfully 
created for the cloudy day ahead, begets in them a persistent continuance in the 
work. The shifts of which they are capable pass comprehension. Their exist- 
ence in the profession drives many worthy persons out of it, nnd keeps more from 
entering it. These " specks in the garnered fruit" generate decay. Poor teachers 
multiply, and the school system is weighed down with them. This is the obvious 
tendency of a fund so administered, and unless powerfully counteracted must 
retard the spread of sound education among the people at large. But, unless I 
greatly mistake, the pecuniary guarantees I have suggested, meet the very case 
these superannuated funds were created to meet, and on principles which pass the 
test. These guarantees are for excellence of work, — excellence not of to-day, or 
of to-morrow, but throughout the entire period of service. Those whose schools 
fail of being ranked at all, or of maintaining the minimum status, are not doing a 
tolerable measure of the educational work required. The publication of this fact 
by the Province withholding the pecuniary guarantees given to others, must nisuli. 
in stimulating such teachers to diligence aud effort, or in Causing them to make 
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room for better teachers. The migratory habits of teachers can also be effectively 
checked by the operation of these guarantees, so far as it is desirable to check 
them. 

I think I have sufficiently , indicated the far-reaching character of the simple 
suggestions I have offered, and shown their adaptation to the eno\ in view. lam 
impressed with the thought that the administration of the entire school system of 
the Province should be regulated by a few fundamental principles within the com- 
prehension of all, yet so gathering up into themselves every detail and directing 
the application of every force, that the operation of the system in every part shall 
unceasingly proclaim that the sole object sought is the widest diffusion of sound 
education. 9 

It will be observed that the views now presented have an exclusive bearing up- 
\. on our future Teachers. *I see no way of creating and administering a general 
fund for the relief of teachers already disabled or who will soon be superannuated, 
which is not open to very grave objections. Several cases deserving of relief (one 
being that of a teacher who has faithfully taught upwards of forty years in New 
Brunswick), have been presented to the Board of Education during the past year. 
But the Board has no power to grant any aid. It appears to me that the most satis- 
factory mode of meeting the cases that now exist, and those which may arise 
before any such general plan as that which I have outlined could become opera- 
tive, would be for the Legislature to empower the IjJoard of Education to deal with 
each case on its merits, and to grant such relief as the Board may think deserved. 
No general provision, applicable alike to all cases, would be wise, since, I am 
bound to say, I have reason to believe there would be some applicants who are 
wholly undeserving of any aid. I trust this recemmendation may be favorably 
considered by the Legislature. 

POLICY IN REFERENCE TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS. 

Much attention has been given to the adjustment of the boundaries of the 
several School Districts during the past year, especially in the Counties of 
King's, Charlotte, and York. Most of the local difficulties arising out of 
this matter have now been settled, and no effort will be spared to remove 
any existing grounds of complaint. Notwithstanding the difficulty attendant 
upon the division of the Province into small School Districts, I am decidedly 
of the orinion that this is the true plan to adopt at the introduction of a Free 
School System. The inequalities that exist between Districts are tolerably 
counterbalanced by the County Fund ; while the whole matter of school 
accommodation is presented to each community in the most practicable way. 

Local exertion exclusively determines the amount of Provincial and 
County aid to be received by any District toward the maintenance of a school. 
This is the most powerful instrumentality that can be evoked, and under its 
influence a much more liberal educational provision will be made than could 
be attempted by any general authority. As soon, however, as houses are 
provided, and schools well established, it will be for the Board of Education 
gradually to enlarge the area of the Districts, until, in time, District and 
Parish lines shall be co-extensive. Of course, this must be the work of 
yeais, and the rapidity with which such aggregation of Districts into a single 
District shall take place, must depend upon the progress of the educational 
sentiment of thi* people. Some Counties will advance in this matter more 
rapidly than others. It was not till 1870 that Massachusetts was able to 
make all her School Districts co-extensive with her " Towns." 
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RESERVATION OF PUBLIC LANDS FOR EDUCATION. 
I wish merely to call the attention of the Legislature to this subject. The 
length which this Report lias already reached precludes any discussion of it. 
But it seems to me that the matter is worthy of much consideration, aud that 
no time should be lost in determining the question. It is my conviction that 
no reservations should be made for merely local purposes, nor should they 
be vested In local parties. The public domain should, in this matter, be re- 
served in the interests of all the people of the Province, and vested in Pro- 
vincial Trustees, perhaps jn the Board of Education. The funds accruing 
from any such reservations should be applied in aid of Education generally, 
rather than in the particular District or Parish where such lands happen to lie. 
Provision would thus be made for the future, by wjiich poor districts might 
be assisted in building. Such funds could also be properly applied in aid 
of school apparatus for all Schools. The requirements, moreover, of the 
Provincial Training School must ever increase with the progress of Educa- 
tion in New Brunswick, and the time will come wheu the Board of Education 
must take steps for the erection of a suite of buildings specially adapted to 
the wants of such an institution. These objects arc evidently before us, and 
in view of the limited financial resources of the Province, it appears to mc 
very desirable that provision be made in the manner suggested, in order that 
no arrestment, in future years, shall be placed upon the educational work 
upon which the Province has now entered. 

AMENDMENT OF THE COMMON SCHOOLS ACT. 

The Honorable Attorney General, and other Members of the Executive 
Council, are quite as familiar as myself with the instances in which difficul- 
ties have arisen, on account of slight imperfections in some of the details of 
the Act. It is desirable that these defects be remedied, and that any addi- 
tional provisions which the year's experience has shewn to be necessary, be 
also iucluded. The only suggestion I shall here oiler is one with a view of 
protecting Districts from being deprived of the benefits of a Common School. 
In many Districts the rate-payers assembled at the aunnal meeting, have, 
perhaps by a majority of only one, prevented the opening of a District School. 
If any rate-payer prefers to send bis children to a private School, this prefer- 
ence ought not to free him from the common obligation to support the pub- 
lic institutions of the Province, much less to impel him to deprive others of - 
the advantages of such institutions. And yet this has been the result in 
many instances. Others having no children to educate, have used their influ- 
ence and vote to prevent the organization of a school, that they might escape 
the local assessment. These combined causes have led the people in num- 
bers of Districts to inflict great injury upon many persons who have cheer- 
fully done all in their power to uphold the solemn enactments of the Legis- 
huuiv, and who have desired to discharge, in a loyal spirit, every obligation 
therein contemplated. It appears to me that when the Legislature 1ms ile- 
liberately declared its purpose to establish a system of free education for all 
the people, and in pursuance of this object appropriates the public funds in 
aid of teachers' salaries, and provides for the compulsory rating of all the 
inhabitants of each County, it. cannot properly permit the contravention of 
its purpose by the inhabitants of any School District. The people of each 
District can doubtless adjust their local requirements in respect of school 
accommodation better than the Legislature, but the power mow reposed in 
the majority for this purpose has unhappily been used in some Districts to 
contravene the whole scope and design of the enactment of the Legislature. 
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Clearly, then, there is both a necessity for a remedy, and an obligation 
upon the Legislature to supply it. And I would respectfully suggest that it 
be enacted, that in cases where Districts fail to make the necessary provision 
for public school purposes, it shall be the duty of the Trustees to make an 
estimate of the amount required, and upon receiving the sanction of the 
County Inspector or the Board of Education, to levy and collect the same. 
In other words, that it be enacted that the rate-payers shall not have power 
to deprive the District of the privileges of a Common School. . 

I would call special attention to the brief Reports of the County Inspectors 
given in Appendix B. They form an important part of this Report, and will 
well repay a careful perusal. I do not, of course, hold myself responsible for 
any opinions expressed by the writers of the papers included in Part III of* 
the Education tteport. 

I have the honor to be, 

Your Excellency's obedient servant, 

THEODORE H. RAND. 
Education Office, Fredericton. 



i 



v 



. _— - " — 






i 






i 



^ 



PART II. 



STATISTICAL TABLES. 



» 



BCHOOLS — TBACHERB — COMPENSATION. 



II 



m 


I 


j 


b oo o o g g 


a 


I 


*1U4 37 
30 00 
66 04 
SO 00 
280 40 
126 24 


I 


puTioj BuipiHog 


i" : : : : 


" 


I»»i 


■Wr-OTCOOTT 


3 


J 


! 


l'-*! J J"K 


: s*" 1 




~ 


a ,»u, S 


M : 




■°" 


o> 


m 


- : 




M i 


"■ 


« 


- ; 




N : 


°= 


pi 


M £*-l 


-~ 


rr 


1 


pau« M 


: :^-«sim : | w 


o|Bii!e 


___ ; WM | ,» 


- r 1 — " i * 






ii^^l" 


pauiwlUfl 


"" ■"" : : 


« 


VahjWi 


*"* Bft 1 


ci 


1 


p-liodaj lOtf 


\ ■ • i • i 


Hg^SMtDBQ 


ii:!!! i 


Wllilna 


j :~wt-tf> | ?i 


wtpmpofl 


taM " 1 


:- I " 


ntMtlqUHj 


: :*"" 


" s « 


0!|"11B0 -mux 




; i l : 


unr|B(!o3Bjd3 


""::":: 


04 


■1°°a paiiJOiliny 


TTr-WWOl* 


£ 


■W«U 11!* 


;;;;«;!« 


sitqoif) HVM 


■•::-■ 1 - 


*i)«H moiiiiAi 


♦-«— - | 2 


* J »WT)'!A\ 


; ;-««« | s 


»P«oai|aB la inoqi| A \ 


"* : : : I ~ 


*p«oa !|3B|g mm 


rtr^MMOl** I W 


tMlliiumoo l»oqi!^v 


--»«•=■• 1 6 


■aJlljlHQldQ '[ll^ 


» I i !» i | "- 


«loonag jo jaciums 


«■ - OT C" £> ■*■ 1 S 






a 

B 
a 

■ 




1 § = 

<0± 


i 


can 





i^ 


siis 


II s ! 


2 


•oeiooto— ■r-'fciooin 




: ;"■«**« : : : : 


CO 


JI ' 1 "" N *«*'Oa« 


S 


: — >-"- :::::"• 


*- 


"*'" :-f -'rt^-j- |H; 


•«* !- ; ; ; ; i* I- 


-™ ; M *~« :*' I*: 


: ; ^ ;« :*. r- | -r 


- ;«4**M :-a- :<m<n 


£ 


;„ j ;^^-^« ■ ■ 


'-' 


:---" :««« : 


00 




_ ; „ ;.,_., ; ._ r . 




= 


NWtOnl-WSiONS 


3 


: : :•"■- : : : : : 


-' l 






MM •»»-»-« wea :4i 


2 


:-<m ; : 


W«N-rt | r- 


: : : :o 


*• i ;— | °° 


•- i ! S« i I •« 1* 


: : : :- :~-~« |» 


*l fli "Jl N 06 Oj Oi ifl « eo 


iO 


:•::••"::! 


- 


! ! : I :" : :"" 


-M 


_.^«_CON-Nm« 


Si 


" :«•-*•»— t-«i :'- 


~i 


:" :~ I" - " :**** 


^ 


m es -r — oo ci i- o h jj 1 — 


"■*-•- i^ rt ' : ~ti | « 


- IWMOOSJOrtWp. | oo 




^u 


1. ■•i 

a :1 • 
J La ; 

ssis 1 







SCHOOLS — TEACHERS — COMPENSATION. 





x> ci i- a e-i e> irt M « 




3 






^ iS 3 o i- ■/. 3 kj *_ c-i i- ?i 

;: tis — «■=■£■ :.i ■-: o il-i ji ^ 


* 






: *i : *i *i — ; m ; — aj j 


^ 






HNn»|-*0510NN01» 


S 






: j : ; • •*" • ;""" 


OS 






':" : :'«""-**-"*" 


s 






■ : : : rtN : : : '; w " _l 


*- 






:" : : !*' :"~ t 03 : 


■» 






■ : : : M ~ ~ *' : " m ™ 


_ 






- :-- :«*-<m : :M : 


3 






•■" \" ■*" [■•-••- , w™ 


_ 






j -__ :— :-n : ; 


"M 






; _, ; _ ; « _ CT _ „ & „ 






"" : : : : *" :** : ■** : 


- 






:::":"■• : I""*" -1 


z 




i 


HM^H^wOJl^ft,! 


r: 


as 


: i : F " j i"? 




(M 


V) 


.j 




i 1 "" : 


" 




< 

n 


:" &1 • : rt 


:-« 


~. 


S 

O 


:::•::■■' "*"" 


*• 




: :" i :-*--- : '' \ 


= 




„_ ;*- ;*' ;*' i" 35 • 


n 






i" 1 :-«"-=■' : ;«" : 


£ 






-NHsi^fte^cKNejn 


8 






::::::: i :::: 1 i 






::::::::::::! : 






;_ :_*.*■ — **--<»«> 


g 






„ . ,- W .«— (D— _.o ; 


8 






: : :~™ : :™ ■""^ i 


= 






_N-.-eisoiwaoN.--M 


3 






— :- , ~*' i" 3 " :**** 


& 






! «-*-«•« 


8 






-<»-:e*<*c»Mc»NNe»H 








HI Ll-^^ 


■8 J 8 

113 

— cc -£ 







| 


203 50 
75 00 
90 50 

160 00 
80 00 
60 00 


i 


O i(3 (3 O 00 >0 >C> 


1 


-— ■ ; : ; : — 


"' 


»«OTM-*-<N 


s 


!""::::: 


- 


-jsm- ;m : ; 


i; 


~ '' : :'' : ! 1 ' 


N t : i""* : : 


: " 


:""::: : 


:i 


;-^N ;- M 


- 


w <?■ j - - ; ; j x 




■ :""" : : it* 1 


w ™ :~ i : ! 1 " 


■» - - c* oi : ea | « 


J5N<N-M- ; I 03 


!::""::: 1 " E 




~ - . ; | — & 


■™ : i" : : | M 


M :" : : i~ I "* 


- 


•a n *i to : - |c: 




: rt I 1" 


SiOMiO^-N | - 




"* : : : : ' "" 


- * n m m j eg | ed 


-ON-.--- ; 


Bi 


qua ; :m :- 


- 


t-^-MOTM-- | - 


UHA&JNN-W |* 


_. «N j : 


i: 


oeccoosT-ei 


~'< 




ili"S§ 





|iiai 




- 


01 


H — N — "■ M — 


I 


""""r*" 


- 


-r i - J- '■'■ :'■■ '-' <a 


z 






MWO-K.OW 


'■r, 


- MW --° i 


12, 


M :<m :-^- 


s 


: :w ;- ;- 


^ 


re- ; 


■ M 


■'-■ 


- ;nn 


60 M 


et 


;- ;- 


ta m 


-■ 


--N — 


-- 


'- 


: :" : 




" 


■~ ;**" : N 


s 


Y EM ra - fa M to 


» 


i~ : 






— 


























: : M ! 


S*" 


3 


■"-' wceM ' f 


/, 


::"":::: 


- 


* l> * ra! '2" : 


5 










:i - - .-: _ ;,„- 


rj 


-'- "-■' " 


1! 


**■•* i i ;«°-*! 


Z 


N!iaajn 2" t M 


ro-S^ ;=r,-^. | O 


• ,6 "°f 13^" 


" 


^[.OMsJtao 


$ 


: : i : 
: :3" L- 

SsilS 

■_■ — — j; -j 


si 


"1 

Ml 
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PUPILS— INSTRUCTION— SCHOOL HOUSES. 
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Not*.— Beside the sumber of Pupili iu the Braaehea tpecifically BB t 
Educator Orrici, Frederiotoo, December 1872. 
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FOR THE SHORT PERIOD FROM 1st OCT. TO 31st DEC. 1871. 
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Table XVI. 

Summary of Provincial Grants in aid of Public Schools, from 1st October 

1871 to 30th April 1872. 



Publio School 

Common, 
Superior, 
Grammar, 



•»• 



•*• 



935,165 33 
3,442 84 
2,140 01 



••• 



•*• 



• •• 



Training and Model Schools, 

Allowance to Teachers at Training and Model Schools, 

Examinations, (for April 1872), 

Postages, Telegrams, &o. 

Stationery, Seals for Trustees, and Seal for Board of Eduoation, 

Advertising School Notices, &o., in Newspapers, 

Expenses in having due notice given of Jan'y School meeting for 1872, 

Expenses in Districting the Province, Express charges, and extra to 
Inspectors, to 31st December 1871, 

Printing, chiefly Boundaries of Districts per Counties, publishing two 
Editions of Law and Regulations, and Report, &c, for 1871, 

School Registers and Covers, 

Library, Bonuses for School Libraries, 

Miscellaneous, viz : — 

Edward O'Brien, Janitor for 6 months, 

A. B Duncan, gas fitting and stove pipe, 

Training Master, Labor, Examination papers, and 
work upon Corrections, &c, of Campbell's Read- 
ers, by order Chief Superintendent, 1871, 

C. C. Copinger, to 30th April 1872, work on transla- 
tions, French into English, &o. 

Dr. Bennet, close of October 1871, 

Salaries — 

Chief Superintendent, for 6 months, 
Assistant do. 6 " 

To the 4 District Inspectors, to close of 1871, 
14 County Inspectors, 



a* • 



• •• 



Travelling expenses Chief Superintendent, 



••• 



• aft 



$20 00 
4 81 



140 50 



$40,748 18 
1,418 68 

1,602 00 

30 48 

557 46 

179 79 

308 40 

1,004 33 

1,486 94 

8,070 46 

660 66 

62 66 



106 00 




172 83 


442 14 


$800 00 


500 00 




666 64 




2,000 00 

aa a 


8,966 64 
200 00 




♦55,740 87 



GEO. THOMPSON. 



Education Office, Dee. 1872. 



PART III. 



APPENDICES. 



APPENDIX A. 



REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OP THE PROVINCIAL TRAINING AND 

MODEL S0IIOOL8. 

Sib, " 

I beg to submit, in addition to the tubulated results already laid before 
you, the following Report on the Training and Model Schools, for the year 
ended October, 1872. This period embraces three terms— two of three 
months' and one of five months' duration. The extended term commenced 
on the first Wednesday of May, as prescribed by Regulation 37. 

1. TRAIXING SCHOOL. 
Application for Admission and Enrolment [of Students. 

All applicants for admission, with the exception of Holders of Valid Licen- 
ses from the. Board of Education, Holders of a Diploma from a recognized 
Training School, or Graduates of a chartered College or University, must 
undergo an cxatuin:iti"n upon the same subjects as are prescribed for Third 
Class Teachers, omitting professional subjects. The number of applicants 
who underwent an examination was as follows : 

October, 1871, 61 

January, 1872, 27 

May, " v 20 

Of the first number 4(5 or !)0 per cent* were admitted ; of the second 26 or 
1)6.3 per cent. ; and of the third, 22 or 84. G per cent. 

Including the students that were exempted by the Regulation from the pre- 
liminary examination there were enrolled 

Ifalva. Frmaln. Total. 

October, 16 60 60 

January 12 83 44 

May, U 21 32 

39 108 142 

Classification* 

By Reg. 40 (11) the Principal is required to make to the Chief Superinten- 
dent, tit the close ot each Term, a classification, based upon skill in teaching, 
of those students who have proved themselves entitled to the same— such clas- 
sification to consist ot three grades, Superior, Good and Fair. This profes- 
sional standing does not in any way affect the Class of License obtained by the 
student on examination, but from the fact of its being recited in his License, it 
is not unlikely to have an important bearing on the demand for his services. 
By a reference to the Tabular Reports alluded to above, the details will bo 
seen of the following classification made at the close of the two Terms succeed- 
ing January, when the Common SchoolS Act came into operation : 

dtipertor. Ooo»f. Pair. JfotOlaMcd: 

Aprll..— 6. 10 18 6 '* 

September, 12 11 8 „. 

Though the extension of the term to five months has permitttd the course 
to be mttd.•i3uU6l^Ulau'iL>i:II^*l l ^ eftpeoifliy iu~ppoio&ftiou*l aaa tr wfckm» it -can 
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scarcely lie expected that !i student, even in that limited period, unless lie lias 
had stmie experience in teaching, or is possessed with more thai) ordinary apt- 
ness fin- the work, should be entitled to grade Superior. It is only after a 
considerable amount of practice and study that he tomes to realize lliat the 
relation between him and the class lie teaches is very different from that 
which exists between a lecturer and his audience. His literary qualifications 
may Ire of a high order, but his skill in teaching may be a minimum. By the 
close of the Term some of the students acquire considerable skill, as is evi- 
denced by the manner in which they deal with the pupil's answers, ami the 
amount of impression which their instruction leaves on the mind. Such stu- 
dents have little difficulty in obtaining a professional standing of the h'r-.t 
grade by a second Term's attendance. From the numerical statement given 
above, it will be seen that at the chrao of last Term no student was entitled 10 
class Superior, while five obtained that grade at the close of the preceding 
Term. This distinction did not arise from any lack of ability on the part of 
the students of the latter Term, nor from a want of evidence of becoming n* 
useful in the profession, but from the want of such experience as is gained 
by an additional attendance at this Institution, or by actual employment iu 
the school service. 

Details of Instruction. 

The attention of nil the students was first directed to those branches upon 
which they wore examined at entrance — an intimate knowledge of which is in- 
dispensable to the successful teacher of our Common Schools. Many of the 
students were, however, sufficiently advanced to enable them to devote a por- 
tion of their time to the acquisition or extension of other branches, such as 
Mathematics, Chemistry of Common Things, the Grammatical Analysis of an 
English Classic, History of the Knglish Language, &e. The mode of instruc- 
tion did not diifer in any important particular from that previously reported, 
except perhaps hi Geometry. In this subject Euclid was employed as the 
text- book; but the modern method which more and more obtains of proving 
propositions not only by abstract reasoning, but by reference to material illus- 
tration, was frequently resorted to. 

Professional Instruction. 

This subject was provided for iu the same way ns formerly, by lecture, by 
example, and by practice. An hour was set apart daily for instruction in 
principles and methods. During the first part of the Term the students wero 
.occupied with the more elementary portions of school work, embracing the 
different methods of teaching reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, i 
other subjects taught in our Common Schools; and at a later stage with 
the aubjeet of school management, including organization, discipline, &c. 
The lives and principles of distinguished Teachers and Educationists, such as 
Pestakwzi. Jacotot, Arnold, &e., have hitherto been little more than alluded 
to ; hut the extension of the Term will henceforth allow the student to devote 
more time to a subject which is so highly calculated to impart an elevated 
tone tn their professional pursuits. In addition to this theoretical course, the 
students were required, from time to time, to visit the two departments of the 
Model School, for the purpose of observing the methods of teaching, the or- 
ganization, discipline, and other matteis pertaining to the Teacher's profes- 
sion. They had besides to take part once a week in the regular instruction 
at' the aubuoi. nut only by to a ohu i g a, jiroaowbed subject, but by directing and 
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governing the operations and movements of the entire department. While 
a student was thus engaged, bis fellow students were employed in noting down 
wlvit they considered the merits or defects of the lesson, embracing points of 
method, manner, matter, and language. These criticisms were afterwards 
read, and the whole was usually summed up by the Principil, whose estimate 
of the value of each lesson and of each criticism upon it is recorded. 

Many of the Common Schools will no doubt offer different conditions to 
their Teachers for the carrying out of those methods whbh the students both 
witness and practice while attending a Training School. But if they have 
been instructed in the principles on which method is based, and thus come to 
feel something of the abstract value of those means by which their work is 
carried on, we have a right to expect.tbat in other circumstances they will be 
able skilfully and readily to vary their methods to suitable degrees. 

2. MODEL SCHOOL. 

This practising school, which now consists of two departments, is admirably 
conducted by their respective teachers, Miss Tweedie anil Miss Minard, who, 
I am happy to say, are as able as they are willing, to exemplify the methods 
which are explained in the Training School. Without these schools the theo- 
retical instruction imparted to the students would be as fruitless as it has 
proved in other countries where opportunities have not been afforded for the 
exemplification and practice of principles. The instruction is entirely ele- 
mentary, being most suitable to the special design of the Institution in its pre- 
sent circumstances. If one subject is better taught than another, I might 
specify that of reading. Even the youngest classes in the school have, within 
a short period, been enabled to read with an amount ot expression that leaves 
little to be desired. There is somehow or other a general opinion, followed 
by a practice as general, that expressive reading cannot be got from a child 
who has not advanced beyond dissyllables. There may be greater or less 
difficulty according to the amount and quality of home training ; but the re- 
sults in the Model School, and I have no doubt in some other schools also, 
are such as to show that children can be taught to read with as mych expres- 
sion and intelligence as (hey cau talk. 

The attendance has numbered about 60 pupils, and it is to be regretted that 
th$ accommodation is so limited as to necessitate the constant refusal of in- 
creasing applications for admission. 

I am, sir, 

Your Obed't Servant, 

WM. CROCKET, Principal. 

T. H. Band. Em., 

Chief Superintendent of Education. 
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REPORTS OF INSPECTORS OF SCUOOLS. 



COUNTY OK ALBERT. 

Sir, 

I beg to submit the following Report of my work for the year, to Oct. 
31st, 1872. 

Districts. — In the limited time allotted to the work of dividing the Pro- 
vince into School Districts, it was impossible to arrive at perfection, and in 
consequence thereof, some dissatisfaction existed as to bounds. In order to 
remove this, I made a tour through the County in February, visiting the sev- 
eral districts, with a view of obtaining information from the most intelligent 
residents, as to the best mode of adjustment. In the revisions which I havo 
recommended, four new districts have been formed; and when these recom- 
mendations are acted upon the County* will be fairly arranged, with general 
satisfaction (three districts excepted) which so far I have failed to arrange 
satisfactorily. 

Trustees. — Trustee's duties being somewhat intricate and new, as well as 
arduous and responsible, havo claimed a great share of my attention. Men 
of intelligence and business habits are not always to be found in thinly popu- 
lated dintricts : however as a general rule, Trustees appear to havo acted zeal- 
ously, in the faithful discharge of their duties. 

School Houses. — Twelve new School Houses have been in course of con- 
struction during the summer; of these only one is completed. Existing 
Houses are repaired, and in some districts enlarged : improvements is appar- 
ent in most of the districts organized. 

Furniture. — In the furnishing of School Houses considerable improve- 
ment has taken place. For the Houses occupied, new desks have been pro- 
cured by the respective districts as prescribed by Reg. 7 Rem. (2) ; tho new 
houses are expected to be fairly furnished. 

Grolnds.— Little improvement has taken place with respect to school 
grounds. In districts where new houses are being erected, the sites arc pur- 
chased by the districts, varying in size from one-fourth of an acre to one acre. 
The titles to existing houses and grounds, remain about the same as under tho 
old law. 1 have ende ivourcd to urge upon Trustees the importance of their 
purchase by the districts, but in most cases without effect ; although generally 
acknowledged to be desirable. 

Apparatus, Black Boards, Wall Maps. — Of tlie first, not much exists 
in our schools ; very few have giobes ; black boards are found in almost all 
of them ; wnile quite a number are provided with a small clock, hand-bell, 
wall-maps and dictionary. 

Teachers.— There were in the Winter Term 31 Schools m operation, 
taught by 31 Teachers. Of these 20 were Male and 1 1 Female Teaohera. 
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Iii the Summer Term the statistics were as follows ; 47 schools with 25 Male 
mid 22 Female Teachers. 

H>'i'i liii'ui-e the ruliiiquUhmDiit of the work by many of (lie best informed 
mill efficient Teachers, tended to retard improvement. Since She > 'Common 
Si'lmols Act 1*5 71" has been in operation Teachers arc fairly and room 
promptly paid, their office more respected, iind us a consequence, this evil 
will be diminished. 

Condition of Schools in oi-ei:ation.— Aa regards the schools in oper 
ation, I am happy to report them as gradually improving ; and irregular 
of attendance being considerably removed, progress will necc-snrily lie ■ 
rapid. One cvi! which cannot lie easily met is the frequent change of" 
ers, and stands much in the way of advancement. Notwithstandir 
drawbacks quite an improvement has been made; the attendance 
increased, Teachers are fairly paid, and stimulated to do better ■ 

Efforts in unorganized Districts. — Trustees have bee 
all the districts: wliy they are not in working order, is rhi 
want ot school hOLUUS. With one exception, tln-y arc all 
tricts j anil in fact one half the number are classed as BlKp 
District-. schools will ba in operation this winter, if Teach 
In case tlicy organize and fail to secure the services of 
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b:ivc agreed to Brant temporary licenses (Reg. '62) U 
from other Districts. 

Prospects of annual Meeting. — Some oppnaj 
fered at Annual Meeting; the law apparently ope 
classes, but the real objections wjU gradually di' 

Many men think it a hardship to be called V 
tends to advance the general good- There is 
concerning the details of the law, which as a ■ 
proved : and I apprehend objections will w 
materially obstruct its proper and benefice 
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On the 31st of October last the % 
our excellent School Law, expired.. 
This very imperfectly conveys, my |£ . 
marking that in my humble opii;.^.'-" 
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value, place their names iudelli/ Jv.. ' 
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pnao, in this County, the services of our fnrmor Inspector, E. C. Freeze, 
Esq., were engaged, and notwithstanding many revisions in Boundaries of 
Districts tire necessary, yet for the time engaged he performed a great work, 
and did it well. 

Ait-ointment of Inspector. — Next in order was the appointment of the 
late reBpected and lamented James Edgar, Esq., as Inspector for this County. 
On him rested the responsible duties of holding the first district meetings : of 
disseminating necessary information in order that the Districts throughout the 
County might be properly organized ; in short, of dispelling the erroneous 
impression still entertained by many that the old system was the Iiest ; and of 
inaugurating the new system. Possessing legal knowledge, and blessed with 
s enabled, notwithstanding his fast declining 
9 in so satisfactory a manner that the l>CHeficinl 
: perceptibly exhibited in my every day experi- 



rare mental iudowments, he v 
health, to perform those duties 
results accruing therefrom a 

Districts and Trusters. — This County embraces some one hundred and 
twenty-six sehoul Districts. Ninty per cent of these organized under the 
law, having elected or secured the appointment of Trustees who arc assiduous 
to inform themselves as to the duties devolving upon them, ready and willing 
to perioral those duties : in fact, using every endeavour to work up to the letter 
of the law and the mi-purements of the Board of Education. Six per cent, of 
the balance have not embraced the privileges to which they were entitled, on 
account of scarcity of Teachers, sparse population of Districts, and such like 
muses. These Districts are not opposed to tlia school law. 

The remaining four per cent, have for the past year contained a small ma- 
jority ol those who, I am sorry to say, arc perfectly indifferent in regard to 
the Education of those intrusted to their care. 

School Houses, Furniture, Books, &c. — One-fourth at least of the Dis- 
tricts of this county have new school houses (a majority of them being of the 
first class) with new and approved furniture and apparatus, ready for occu- 
pation and use for the present term, a number more are under contract for 
erection. The authorized books are generally in use in all schools in oper- 
ation. 

Teachers. — Notwithstanding the great scarcity of Teachers (rendering a 
choice out of the question), those employed the past year in this county, as 
regards their ability to organize and govern a school, as well as to impart in- 
formation to the diversified abilities of those under their charge, are of a su- 
perior class, both male and female, and apparently alive to the weighty re- 
sponsibilities devolving upon them, as well as to the duties they are called 
upon to perform. 

Unorganized Districts. — The number of unorganized districts in this 
county at present is few, and by 1873, this number will be so far diminished 
that I trust the opponents of our excellent school law may define it with the 
exclamation "naught !" In fact my opinion is if Teachers can be obtained and 
school accommodation furnished, by the commencement of the summer tonu 
1873, there will be a school in operation in every district in the county orga- 
nized, furnished and taught in accordance with the Common Schools Act 1871. 

Present Inspector. — In July hist I accepted the appointment of Inspec- 
tor of sihouht for this county- My ambition in accepting the office was to 
assist by every possible legitimate means in carrying out the law (the princi- 






pie of which I had been for years strongly wedded to) by giving it a fair, 
impartial, and unprejudiced trial. In this I have found the TruatceB and 
Teachers in the different districts to be co-workers, in most cases ready for 
every good wort St work that might he required of them. Many minor dif- 
ficulties I found to exist, owing in a great measure to the partial Understand- 
ing of the duties to lie performed under the "Act." Moat of those have be- 
come insignificant, or have been entirely overcome. The only existing one of 
any importance, is the revision in the boundaries of a few districts- This re- 
vision will, I trust, be accomplished before the next annual meeting. 
I have the honour to remain 

Your Obedient Servant, 

JAS. H. JACQUES, 

Inspector Oarietan County. 
Thkodorf. Jl. Rand, Em., M. A„ 

Chief Sin "Time mien! of R Juration 
for New Bruuswii'k. 
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Theodore IT. Rand, Esq., M. A. 

Chief Superintendent of Education. 

Sin, 

I have tho honor, as required by law, to lay before you the following Re- 
port on tho condition of Public Schools in the County of Charlotte, for the 
year ended October 31st, 1872. As minute and specific details have already 
been placed in your liands by the different Boards of Trustees throughout the 
County, it scents only necessary for mo to present in brief a general view of 
matters. 

I am happy to say that although the season of the year at which the new 
School Law came into operation was imprpnitloTta, as very many of tho men 
most interested in schools were, in the lumber woods, yet the progress made 
in educational matters has been highly satisfactory, and has exceeded even 
my most sanguine expectations. 

A large proportion of the Districts organized, and voted money for school 
purposes at the first annual meeting, and the Trustees, a- w general thing, pro- 
ceeded vigorously with the work of establishing thetr schools and making 
them efficient. Of the remainder several had their Trustees appointed upon 
a requisition of the rate-payers, and voted moneys at special meetings called 
for the purpose. The assessments levied upon these districts Lave in general 
been collected without difficulty. A very small minority of (be districts bold 
their Annual Meetings, but owing to dissatisfaction with their district bound- 
aries, or from some supposed local grievances, refused to organize. I have 
directed special attention to these eases, and am happy to say that in nearly 
every iustanee difficulties have been satisfactorily adjusted. 

The work of dividing the county into districts, well calculated to meet tho 
requirements of the people so far as distances are concerned, and at the same* 
time enablo them to support good schools without burthening themselves too 
heavily, is a matter of no little trouble, and calls for the exercise of a good 
Bound judgment. Under the former School Law the country was, in many 
places, cut up into very small districts, and the people were content willi a 
school taught for a few months each year iu a miserable room by a third-class 
P. iii. 2 
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female teacher, whose chief aim was to get together a sufficient number of 
scholars to secure the Government allowance. 

I am happy to say that in this county the greater ijumber of such districts 
have been blotted out by the present division. This has caused no small 
amount of dissatisfaction, but in time all will be convinced that it is for the 
general good. In cases where real grievances existed, I have had such alter- 
ations made as would the better satisfy the complainauts where it could bo 
done without detriment to the working of the law. 

School Buildings. — The state of the school buildings in the county at 
the beginning of the past } f car afforded prima facie evidence that a change of 
some kind was needed in our school system. On my first tour I was almost 
disheartened to find that in fivo cases out of six the most dilapidated building 
in the whole district was the school house. Nor was this state of things con- 
fined to country districts. The towns of St. Andrews, St. Stephen, and St. 
George were destitute of public school property. Buildings downed by cor- 
porations or private individuals had to be rented, even though they were, so 
far as regards size, locality, and vcutilation, whohy unadaptcd for the pur- 
pose. 

I trust that this state of things will not exist much longer, and during the 
past summer I am happy to report that great improvements have been made. 
The Bo \rd of Trustees for St. Andrews is working vigorously in the prepara- 
tion of suitable and commodious school rooms. The trustees of St. Stephen 
hive completed two very handsome buildings at a cost of above ten thousand 
dollars, and purpose erecting another for a high school during the coming 
season. Throughout the country districts several new school' houses have 
been built during the summer, and more are in course of erection. 

In some instances where money had to be raised by loan, the trustees were 
discouraged in the work by the action taken in our courts to test the consti- 
tutionality of the law, and deferred incurring any debts until that vexed , 
question was settled. It is gratifying to the friends of free education to 
know that the spirit of improvement is abroad, and that different districts are 
vieiug with each other in the erection of neat and substantial buildings. Wo 
may look with confidence for great advances during the coining summer. 

Furniture. — The furniture as a general thing corresponded with the ex- 
ternal appearance of the buildings. I am happy to say, however, that since 
the new law came into operation many of the old-fashioned, time-honored 
long desks and deal benches have been laid aside as useless lumber, and their 
places supplied by seats and desks in conformity with the Regulations. 

Apparatus. — I found on mytirst tour through the county that the schools 
were nearly destitute of maps, and the whole blackboard surface, if collected 
together, was scarcely sufficient for a half dozen good schools. Globes were 
unheard of, and in fitct the only semblance of school appiratus in nearly every 
district was the private property of the teachers. I have urged the import- 
ance of these matters upon the trustees, and am glad to find that in many dis- 
tricts they are making laudable efforts to meec the requirements of the law. 
I can safely say that more money has been expended tor t:is purpose* h the 
county during the past year, t had for a period of twenty years heretofore. 
Teachers by persistently urging the point upon the trustees, can do much to 
secure a proper supply. When the matter is placed in its proper light, men 
see that it is just as reasonable to expect a tradesmen to work without his 
.tools as for a teacher to labour successfully without proper school apparatus. 
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CHARLOTTE COUHTT. 

Gkoi:vi>s. — The only grantida owned by tl»e districts, as !i general thing, 
are entirety cowed by the school house, ami this very often iuinngea upon 
tin' Queen's highway. Wheiwer new bonjea have boon built I Dave tuaUtod 

that thesehool toft purchased should conform with the law, and tlio people have 
in geocwAi given a cheerful compliance In fe lunre Bomber ot the districts 
suitable lota have been purchased daring the past summer. Public sentiment 
requires a great deal of education upon this point. People have to be taught 
that a piece of land which is of no value for any Other purpose in the world 
is not lh.e moftt desirable for a Behonl lot, an opinion which too often prevails 
)o the Country districts,. In the (owns the si reels have heretofore been regard- 
ed as I he legitimate pta v jrn mills ; hot I am happy to say that the several boards 
ot trustees are taking a different view of the matter, and me purchasing am- 
ple grounds, uitd displaying proper taste in their improvement. 

Tkustees. — At the first annual meeting loo little importance lvas attached 
to lhe selection of siiitahle trustees. Men should bo chosen who are intelli- 
gent and who take a lively interest in the progress of education. I have en- 
deavored to impress upon the people, in my intercourse with them, that these 
ollices wit) be lhe bc.-t filled hy zealous, intelligent and influential men ; and 
I trust that my suggestions will lie acted upon at the next annual meeting. I ' 
found, on examination of the school registers, that in many districts the trus- 
tees iiave neglected to visit the schools as frequently as required. 1 have en- 
deavored to impress upon them the importance of their doing so, and the cu- 
Conrugenieiit that would he given both to pupils and teachers by such a 
course. It will require timO to work up a duo appreciation in regard to this 
point. 

Teachers. — The supply of trained teachers in this county is limited, and 
I have been obliged to grout several local licenses under ltegulution 3£. Tho 
time was when a person unfit for any other pursuit in life was thought (it to 
' keep" school. That tune lias gone hy, hut it has left us a Cow of iU relics, 
and there are districts in which the economical feeling is so strong that they 
can iii id employment. We have n few excellent teachers, wlm are working 
rittl skill and enthusiasm, mid are doing much to make tho present system 
popular. Wo havo sonio who are working zealously, but it is zeal without 
knowledge ; they have no regular system, and if supplied with maps, black- 
boards, etc., would not know how to use them to advantage. Tins class, 
with proper encouragement, will improve themselves, and route up to the 
exigency of the times. Hut there is another largo class, who lack the most 
essential requisites of instructors of tho young, and who must be swept away 
by tho tide of improvement. 

Text Books. — On my first tour of inspection 1 found books of every 
kind in use, from time-honored Dilworth down t>i the prescribed set. I am 
happy to say that this s*tato of things is fast passing away, Tho prescribed 
Imoks havo boon introduced id to nearly every school, and aro deservedly 
popular both with teachers and scholars. 

Attendanxe. — One of the strongest proofs ef the successful working of 
the law is tho increased numltor of pupils attending the schools in operation, 
It is to he regretted, however, that the attendance is so very irregular both 
in town and country districts. Many intelligent mou and heavy taxpayers 
are looking earnestly tor the time when every district shall bo compelled to 
support a school, and every child compelled to attend a certain number of 
days in the school year. 
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So far as I can learn, and I have had good 'opportunities for sounding the 
sentiments of the people. The law is every day becoming more popular ; and 
I am confident that this will be fully demonstrated at the next annual school 
meetings. Men who at the last annual meeting stood aloof from the work, 
as so many do from any innovation upon worn-out systems, are beginning to 
acknowledge that the change has been beneficial. The trustees in districts 
which were lukewarm and apathetic are now arousing themselves, and striv- 
ing to get their schools in operation. The demand for teachers, the liberal 
salaries offered, and the growing interest manifested throughout the country, 
show that a better era has arrived in our educational system. 

The island districts are making vigorous efforts, and from several of them 
I have received official intimation that they intend competing for the grant 
to superior schools. Poor districts in which under the former system a school 
was never known to be in operation more than six mouths in the year,, en- 
couraged by the liberal provisions of the law, are seeking to reap a full sharo 
of the benefits. 

A higher tone of sentiment and a greater esprit du corps is beiug devel- 
oped among the teachers, which must be productive of good results. The 
signs of the times are hopeful, and we may look with confidence for rapid 
strides in tho improvement of our schools and school buildings during the 



coming year. 



In conclusion, 1 desire to tender my thanks to the many trustees, teachers, 
and ratepayers who have aided me in the work by their advice, influence, and 
encouragement, and have doue so much to further the successful inauguration 
of our free school system. 

I have the honor, &c, your obedient servant, 

JAMES MITCHELL, 

* Inspector for Charlotte County. 



GLOUCESTER COUNTY. 

Sir, 

During the school year that expired on the 31st ult. we had but six schools 
the first term, and seven the second term, in the county of Gloucester, in op- 
eration under the new School Act. In a great majority of our districts a 
decided opposition to this Act, and to the Regulations on account of their non- 
sectarian character, has hitherto prevented the establishment of schools, ex- 
cept such as the inhabitants in a few instances thought themselves able to sup- 
port without Government aid. Several of these schools were soon closed 
again ; the parents complaining that they had to pay too much, and the teach- 
ers that they got too little. These independent schools are found to be very 
costly ; and there is reason to fear that in some cases, at least, it is not tho 
financial resources alone of their supporters that suffer. 

In some districts, but not in many, a most unreasonable dread of taxation 
has cruelly deprived the children during this year of the benefits of a school ; 
though even where new school houses have to bo erected, there is really no 
necessity for the imposition of a very heavy tax when the law is properly ob- 
served. 

In the few schools in operation under tjie law a great deal of good has been 
effected during the past school year, JJalf of the teachers have been trained, 
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and their superior skill has evidently been ' of very great advantage to their 
pupils. While dae attention has been paid to the most; important branches 
ut a common Bflbool education, instruction in vocal music also biu been given 

in some of the schools. At the olosn of a recent examination, all the children 
present joined most cordially, and in almost perfect unison, in singing a liyinii 
inculcating brotherly love and aid. Such an exercise cannot fail to he produe- 
tive of much good, in various ways. For one thing, it tends very much to 
make a school what every school ought to he, attractive to the young. 

It i> gratifying to observe that tin- trustees of the schools which have been 
organized under the law have generally attended to their official duties in a 
way that entitles them to the cordial thanks of their constituents. Several 
of them have Spent a deal of time in endeavouring to bring their schools into 
good working order, especially in the districts where new school houses had 
to he provided. 

It appeals that a great deal of unreasonable and bitter prejudice against 
the School Act and the regulations has been created by very discreditable 
misrepresentations. Some of our prominent opponents of the law, who claim 
to bo well qualified leaders of public opinion, have persistently called the at- 
tention of their neighbours to certain sections of the Act. and to certain regu- 
lations, representing them as oppressive, &c. &c, while they have taken par- 
ticular care to say nothing whatever respecting the provision so thoughtfully 
and kindly made by our legislators for the special benefit of poor districts and 
of indigent individuals, without the least reference to the religious or tho 
political opinions of the necessitous. Opponents of this class seem to have 
been also very careful -to say nothing of such regulations as the twenty -second, 
which so emphatically enjoins "each and every teacher to strive diligently 
to have exemplified in the intercourse and conduct of tho pupils throughout 
the school, the principles of Christian morality," without interfering, or per- 
mitting interference, with the religious tenets of any pupil. 

It docs not appear to be very consistent in those who make a great outcry 
about the alleged injustice and "liudlessness" ni the law to excite hostility, 
in this way, against it and its authors. Had they been fortunate enough to 
lie educated in accordance with a law like this, some of them would most pro- 
bably have been much better instructed than they have been in the science of 
relative rights and duties, and might have become much better practical 
christians than they are said by their neighbours to bo. They might have 
l>ecn more disposed than they are to do justice, as well as to demand it, aud 
to assist in improving the law, rather than in disloyally denouncing and re- 
jecting it. But I am happy to say that among those who consider themselves 
aggrieved by certain sections of the act, and by some of the regulations, we 
have some influential and eaudid men who have honorably done much to al- 
lay the insurrectionary spirit that others had recklessly aroused. 

I cannot conclude without acknowledging, on behalf of our districts that 
have complied with tho law, the kind eucouragement given to these districts 
by the Government. 1 earnestly hope that, during the currcut school year, 
nnmy other districts will entitle themselves to similar encouragement, and 
thus assist in promoting among the youth of our country, that intelligence, 
and that christian morality, which are essential to a nation's power and hap- 
piueBs. 

I remain, Sir, yours respectfully, 

MS. SMITH. 
Theodore II. IIami, Esq., A. M.. 

Chief Su jip rial cu<!e nt of Education. 
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KENT COUNTY. 



Theodore H. Raxd, Esq., 

Chief dujpcrintendent of Education. 

• Sir, 

In furnishing: you with a very brief report of educational matters in Kent 
for the year ended Oct. 31,1 shall confine my remarks chiefly to those school 
districts which have accepted the Schools Act. 

Where this Act has been embraced, as in Weldford, the schools have been 
nearly doubled in number; but in Dundas, St. Louis, and poitions of other 
parishes inhabited chiefly by French, the law has been rejected, and the 
schools closed, except a few, say eight, which have been supported entirely 
bf private means. 

The number of districts which have availed themselves of the advantages 
of the law within the year is 32, with 3b* school*, giving employment to 13 
male and 23 female teachers, distributed as follows; viz., 2 in Carlcton, 1 in 
Dundas, 3 in Ilarcourt, 9 in Riehibueto, 2 in St. Mary's, 14 in Weldford, and 
5 in Wellington. 

Other districts would probably have fallen into line, had not the law been 
grossly misrepresented, and had not expectations been entertained that soon 
it would either be repealed, or accommodated to sectarian prejudice. This 
may fairly be inferred from the lact that several districts, which were after- 
wards deterred from further action, had organized at the January meetings, 
and voted money for school purposes. 

Tuustees. — The trustees of some districts have manifested a commendable 
zeal for the prosperity ot the school, and by their frequent visits, as well as 
by other means, have exerted a most beneficial influence on both teacher and 
pupils ; but I regret to have to report of other trustees that they seldom or 
never visit the schools, and seem to have little idea of the responsibility they 
incurred on accepting office, and making the declaration required by law. 
Such neglect and indifference is deplorable, since there are few teachers able 
to sustaiif the interests of the school, if trustees and parents do not lend their 
countenance and cordial support. 

School Houses. — Although the school houses in this county arc gene- 
rally very interior, yet such has been the unsettled state of educational inter- 
ests, that but little improvement has been effected during the year. It is 
true that school houses have in some instances been repaired and refitted, 
but no new ones have been erected under the provisions of the Act. except 
one at Bass River, Weldford, and one in the parish of Harcourt, where also 
another is in progress of erection. School sites, and dissatisfaction with dis- 
trict boundaries, have in several cases checked all effort in the direction of pro- 
viding a school house. 

The one referred to at Bass River, built at a cost of nearly $1000, docs 
great credit to the district. Dimensions 44 x 25 leet, with ceiling 14 feet in 
height, and class-room 12x12. It is furnished with seats and desks (with 
cast-iron supports) for over 70 pupils, aud is provided with wall maps, black 
board, &c. 

In providing means of ventilation, the trustees were guided by the regula- 
tions of the board, but they have not yet been able to procure a 4 'jacket" for 
the stove. The building has a very attractive appearance, and when the 
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grounds shall be levelled and fenced in, and the outhouses completed, it will 
form a singular contrast with the low, dingy little hut that served for a sthool- 
bousc under the old law. 

It will be a difficult aaattcr to overcome prejudices existing in many dis- 
tricts, and carry out the regulations of the hoard, as to school grounds, school 
furniture aud apparatus; but we may hope that during 1873 considerable pro- 
gress will be made in Kent as in other counties in these important objects. 

Tkacheks. — I have already given the number of the touchers employed 
under the "Act" in Kent. It is fair to expect that now, under the advan- 
tages enjoyed, and to Uc enjoyed by teachers, there will bo a corresponding 
^advance iu *hc efficiency -of their labours. 

i Condition" of the Schools. — I have visited, and examined more or less 

thoroughly the legally authorized schools once \\\ each term of the year, and 
/had the pleasure of reporting some general improvement at the time of my 
last visit. Iu the Rachibueto and Kingston schools the attendance has been 
unusually targe -and the progress of pupils generally satisfactory; but in none 
of the schools in Kent hare I met during the year with such tasteful reading, 
such specimens of penmanship or such excellent examples of spelling aud 
-dictation exercises, as I hope will characterize our schools ere long. 
The new hooks, and especially the Royal Readers, are well received. 
It is doubtful whether those districts which have hitherto rejected the Act, 
«cau he induced toJaold the annual meeting. They arc awaiting the fate or 
4he triumph of the law. 

THOS. W. WOOD, 

Inspector for Kent County. 
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KINGS COUNTY. 

Sir, 

I l>eg to Jay before you any report on the general state of the common 
4ind superior schools, districts, <&c, iu the county ot Kings for the year ended 
Oct. 31, 1872. 

In entering upon my duties as Inspector of schools for the county at the 
first of the year, I found my work to be of a very harrassing nature. The 
districting had been done rather hastily, the gentleman appointed for that 
<luty (Mr. Wood) not having had sufficient time at his disposal to lay the dis- 
tricts otf satisfactorily, and having been besieged in many instances by interested 
parties, who were somewhat selfish, districts were laid off in many cases that 
perhaps would uot have been, had there been more time to hear both sides ot 
the question. 

The county had Jbecnlaid off into 140 districts, subdivided among the par- 
ishes as follows.: 

•Greenwich «....«•«. Of Hammond..... ft 

Jliiuptuji...* 9 HavHork 11 

Kars - 4 Kiiitfftton 12 

Norton - >.. 8 Hothsay 6 



MpringAdd 11 

Upliam *- S 

Sussex 30 



S'lulholtn 19 

Wealfield 11 



. A few of these are border districts, lying partly within two counties. 

In a large number of the districts there was a great deal of dissatisfaction, 
and I was at* once beset, personally and by letter, with, a great number of 
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petitions praying for alterations in the boundaries. In many cases the prayers 
or the petitions were complied with, but in still more no alterations were 
made. 

Up to the end of the school year five new districts had been formed and al- 
terations made in 64 others, leaving a total of 152 districts. 

It will no doubt be necessary to hare several more new districts formed, 
with numerous alterations in others, before the law will work satisfactorily 
throughout the county. * 

A majority of the people of this county were against taxation for schools 
before the passage of the present school law, but since it has come into oper- 
ation a large majority are willing to accept it* 

Unfortunately the first arrangements of the districts alienated many friends 
of the law, and placed many others in such positions as to make them appear 
as if they were opposed to it, when it was simply alterations in the districts 
they wished. 

It is of course impossible to satisfy all parties, and it requires great care to 
discriminate between just complaints and complaints of those who merely wish 
to get the districts in such a position that they can vote down taxation ; but 
after a few more judicious alterations it is quite probable that school affairs 
will move on smoothly. 

Trustees were elected in 108 of these districts at tlfe annual meeting, and 
including the new and altered districts, appointed by me in 32 more after- 
wards under Sec. 37. 

These trustees, I am pleased to be able to say, with a few exceptions, have 
striven to make the law a success, some of them putting themselves to a great 
deal of trouble and expense ; but there were a few who threw obstacles in 
the way, and did everything they could to make the law unpopular. The 
duties of a trustee are so onerous, and the collection of the tax is so apt to 
make hard feelings in the districts, that it is difficult to get the right men wil- 
ling to take office. 

Ninety of the districts voted money for the support of schools at the annual 
meeting, money being also voted in 26 other districts at special meetings, 
under Sec. 28. 

In 37 districts mouey was voted for building school houses, but owing to 
various causes, (the principal of which were contention about the boundaries 
of the districts, want of school house plans, and a desire to hear the Judges' 
decision on the constitutionality of the Act before proceeding too far) , only 
6 were built during the year. Besides this, however, several old school hou- 
ses were extensively repaired, and a few new buildings were purchased by 
districts from individuals. 

There are altogether at present in the county 126 school houses, 33 of 
which may be classed as good, 37 as middling, and 56 as inferior to very bad. 

Those classed as good are divided among the parishes as follows : 



Oreeawich * • • 2 

Hampton ...- 2 

Kara 

Norton * 4 

Springfield * 2 

Upham 1 

Sussex ...- 7 



Hammond 2 

Havelock 

Kingston 5 

Rothesay 1 

Studholm 4 

Westfield , 8 



There will no doubt, at the end of the present year be a great addition to 
the number classed as good, a* the districts wishing to build will be supplied 
with plans of school houses, and the disputes concerning the boundaries will 
be mostly adjusted. 
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In about 20 districts the school furniture might be classed as good, being 
of the prescribed pattern ; in about 40 others, although not all of (he preflci i- 
bed pattern, it is passable ; and in about 52 it is very poor. A few of tins 
districts procured new furniture during the past year, but many others who 
had money voted for that purpose, did not do so on account of the cost which 
■was considered too great, the excellent school furniture manufactured in St. 
John costing on an average about $4.00 per pupil. This being mora than 
most districts had voted i'»r the purpose, the purchase was postponed tor a 
time, in hopes of netting their furniture tor less. 

Many of the schools h:ivc supplied themselves partially with apparatus 
under the new law; yet Still there is a great want, particularly with re" nl 
to maps and black boards. Attention having been called to this matter, 1 am 
ill hopes of belter things in the future. 

Very few of the districts have grounds of any extent in connection irtth 
their buildings, and fewer still have them improved as they ought to lie; but at 
the end of another yea/, it is quite evident from the interest manifested in tho 
subject, that it will be the exception, and not the rule as now, to be without 
proper grounds. 

In the winter term there were 07 schools in operation, with 71 teacher:-., 
there being four assistants ; and in the summer term there were 89 schools iti 
operation, with '.H teachers, two Whig assistants : and two of the districts having 
changed teachers during the tcrni. • •"••••••••• 

There is a great want of teachers at present throughout the county, part iculaily 
mala teachers of the tirst and second clashes. Many such oouh] obtain em- 
ployment at good salaries. To the numerous applications to me for teachers 
1 have continually to reply that. I do not know of any teachers at present dis- 
engaged. Of the quality of the teaching in tho dill'ercut schools in opera! i mi 
I tun of course unable to report, not having been required by the Rnanl of 
Education to examine the pupils iniiny except the competitors t-.r the superior 
school grants ; but lite majority at them appeared to be doing well. 

A lew. owing to i-oiitcolions aboUt boundaries, made very small i 
' in proportion to the number ol children in their districts, but in most of these 
cases the difficulties baffi been removed. 

Ten districts gave notice of their intention fca eom|>ete for the superior 
si liool gran! tor tin; past year, but only seven ol'thcsc obtained suitable buildings 
and procured teachers in time to compete. .Six di^lnd* succeeded in ob- 
taining the grant. •••*•••»••••••••• 

Although scarcely any of these came fully up to the required standard, in 
buddings, grounds, furniture, apparatus, and quality of teaching, yet those at 
Sussex Corner, Spragg's Point, ami Clitton, and more particularly the first are 
especially deserving of mention for their excellence. Owing to the delay in 
procuring the prescribed books am! apparatus, and the confusion of starting, 
many allowances were made in favor of the competitors, with tho distinct 
understanding that they must be fully prepared in future. 

There were two graded schools in the county during the past year, one at 
Hampton Station in both tcrms.and one at Kingston Village during the part ut 
the summer term. The one at Kingston Village is doing good work ; but thai at 
Hampton Station, owing, in part, to the lack of proper buildings, is not doing 
quite so well. 

The ratepayers in 35 of the districts were convened by me at public mrArwro. 
for the purpose of enquiring into complaints or disputes concerning bound- 
aries, and of endeavouring to organize the unorganized districts. 1 aui happy 
Part iii. 3 
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to be able to say that I have thus succeeded in getting trustees appointed for 
all the unorganized districts except 9, and money has been voted in all except 
28. 

The school law seems to be gaining favour every day, notwithstanding the 
turmoil made by dissatisfied parties ; and although no doubt a few districts 
that have already voted money will fail to come to the mark at the annual 
meeting, yet there is every probability that there will be a larger number at 
work for the coming year than in the past, for nearly all the unorganized 
districts are likely to organize and vote money for the support of a school. 

In concluding this report, I would wish to express my sincere thanks to the 
trustees, of schools and other friends of the law, who materially assisted me in 
my work. 

DAVID P. ^ETMOEE. 

TffKODOR* H. Rand, Esquire, If • A., 

Chief Superintendent of Education, ftc 



QTTEEN'S COUNTY. 



T. H. Rand, Esq., M. A. 

Chiel Superintendent of Education. 

Sir, 

In prese nting you with the first annual report of my work as school 
Inspector for the County of Queens, from January 1st 1872, to October 31st 
1872, 1 feel that mere words and figures cannot give an accurate account of 
the labours undergone : and if I proceeded to the details of such work, I think 
I should soon weary the perusers of such a report. 

I shall confine myself to general matters, and give a few brief remarks on 
each head. 

I may state first that there are 10 parishes in the county of Queens, com- 
prising 110 school districts, and besides these there are two districts in the 
parish of Clarendon, Charlotte county, also under my care ; making a total of 
112 school districts. From *the copies of the minutes of school meetings" 
which were sent to me by nearly all the districts that complied with the law, 
I have made out the following Statistics. 

The parish of Petersville contains 17 school districts, 11 of which complied 
with the law, and voted money, leaving 6 districts not in operation from various 
causes. The 11 districts voted the sums placed opposite their numbers, as 
follows : 



No.1, 

3, 

4, 

10, 
11, 



$600.00 

moo 

80.00 
160.00 
600.00 
104.00 



Forward, $1544.00 



No. 12, 
14, 
15, 
16, 
17, 



Forward, 



$1544.00 
600.00 
200.00 
200.00 
60.00 
160.00 



Total, $2744.00 



The parish of Hampstead contains 9 school districts, 7 of which complied 
with the law, leaving 2 not in operation. The amount of money voted was 
as follows : 



No. l, 

2, 
5, 



$140.00 
110.00 
600.00 
146.00 



Forward, $886.00 



No. 6, 

I: 



Forward, 



$805.00 
106.00 
160.00 
100.00 



Total, $1250.00 
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In the parish of Gagetown, there are 7 school districts, 3 of which complied 
witk the law ; leaving 4 not in operation. Amount voted was as follows : 



No. 2, A, 

3, 

«,A, 



Total, 



$120.00 
250.00 
230.00 

1600.00 



In the parish of Canning there are 8 school districts, 6 of which complied 
with the law, leaving 2 not in operation. Money voted as follows : 



No. l, 

2, 
3, 

4, 



$130.00 

130.00 

30.00 

45.00 



Forward, $331.00 



No. 7, 

S, 



Forward, 



$335.00 
450 00 
240.00 



Total, $1025.00 



The parish of Chipman contains 14 school districts, 10 of which complied 
with the law, leaving 4 not consenting. Money voted as follows : 



No.l, 
2, 

4, 

5, 
6, 

8, 



$320.00 
104.00 
24.00 
250.00 
825.00 
530.00 



Forward, $1553.00 



No. 9, 
11, 

12, 
13, 



Forward, 



Total, 



$1553.00 
155.00 
550.00 
400.00 
400.00 

$3058.00 



Waterborough parish contains 10 school districts, 6 of which complied with 
the law, leaving 4 in the negative. Mon^y voted as follows : 



No.l, • . $50.00 

2, 10 00 

4, 150 00 

5, 70 00 

Forward, $280.00 



No. 7, . 
10, A, 



Ferward, $260.00 

75.00 
.45.00 



Total, $400.00 



The parish of Cambridge contains 12 school districts, 10 of which were as- 
senting to the' law, and 2 in the negative. Money voted as follows : 



No. 2 $200.00 

3 170.00 

4 180.00 

5 125.00 

6 80.00 



Forward 



$755.00 



No. 8.. 
9.. 
10. 
11. 
12. 



Forward 



$755.00 
. 150.00 
. 150.00 
. 100.00 
. 60.00 
. 200.00 



Total 



$1475.04 



In the parish of Wickham there are 11 school districts, 7 of which were 
consenting, and 4 in the negative. Money voted as follows : 



No.l, 

I, 



$670.00 
120.00 
182.00 
160.00 



Forward, $1122.00 



No. 6, 

10, 

lit 



Forward, 



$1122.00 
120.00 
200.00 
170.00 



Total, $1612.00 



The parish of Johnston contains 17 school districts, 8 of which complied 
with the law, 9 in the negative. Amounts as follows : 



20 inspectors' reports. 1872 



No. 1, > . $2.10.00 

2, 280.00 

4, 100.00 

Oy .*•*.«• yo uu 

9, 140.00 

Forward, $890.00 1 



"Forward, $860.00 
Ko. 12, 60.00 

is, : *s.oo 

16, ...70.00 

Total, $1096.00 



*In the parish of Brunswick there are 5 school districts, 4 of which were 
assenting, and 1 in the negative. 

No. 1, $200.00 

2 200.00 

8,..* .'..J60 00 

6, 150.00 

Total, $700.00 

In the parish of Clarendon, Charlotte county, no money was voted. 

Tims out of 112 school districts, 72 complied with the law, leaving 40 not 
in operation. The total amount of money voted was $13,900.00. 

The trustees as a rule are the best men that could be selected, and have done 
all they could to carry out the provisions of the law. They required a great 
deal of explanation; in many cases, but this was only to be expected in the 
making out of & new set of rules and regulations. I must here give my testi- 
mony to the fact, that the trustees have always aided my efforts to the best of 
their ability in earring out improvements 

The school bouses are in a bad condition generally in this county, the fur- 
niture is poor, and the grounds are seldom fenced in and taken care of, and 
with a few exceptions are destitute of out houses. 

The Text Books and apparatus required by the regulations are very slowly 
acquired,, although there has been a great improvement during the summer 
term. The people dislike to change their old books for the new ones pre* 
cribed,but in every instance where they have done so they are fully satisfied. 

The teachers tor the most part have entered into the spirit of the new law, 
and I can see in many instances great progress from their renewed efforts. 
We had one instance of a teacher leaving her school without proper notifica- 
tion, leaving the : trustees with an idea that she was only going to take her 
proper holidays, but she never returned to the school. She had gone into a 
distant part of tjtie country before I was made aware of the facts. I have also- 
found one or two te/idters a little too exacting about requiring the fires to be 
lighted for them and other little details, which teachers under the old law did 
for themselves. Thcre.is iio doubt that teachers legally may require all these 
things to be done for them, but I have suggested to such parties that they 
must have a little patience with the people Until the law gets fully in opera- 
tion, before they require the people to come up to the very letter as well as 
spirit of the new act. I may add that no female teachers have complained as 
yet, but only able-bodied young men who ought not to think it a hardship to 
occasionally light a fire when every thing is found ready for the purpose. 

As regards the schools in operation, there are a greater number- of children 
attending school in such districts than ever there were before. 

In a great many of the unorganized districts, difficulty has arisen from 
defects in the boundary of such districts, and I have hopes that if the alter- 
ations I have proposed to the Board of J£iucation are favourably entertained , 
that a great many more districts will qexb year be working in accordance 
with the law. 



1 



1872 NORTHUMBERLAND COUM1T. 

There are some districts where the opposition to schools supported by tax- 
ation is stroiiLf. jiikI t'rom jili I cun liud out by converting with Bach parties 
they are holding hack bemuse they imagine the law >s to be annulled, and 
there will he a return of the old state of things. 1 need scarcely Ray in this 
report that I could not afford audi parties any comfort in their hope, as I 
know* it to be delusive, besides being detrimental to the best interests of 
education. 

Although this year we have had much opposition to contend with, mostly 
from interested parlies, yet I look forward to a belter feeling next year ; for 
the beat way to overcome discontent* in this matter, is to let them see that 
the law will work where people are willing to give it a fair trial ; and that no 
amount of opposition will deter the friends of free schools iVom carrying out 
the law as it now stands. 

For the jcciuing paucity of facts in this report, I must plead the fact of 
this year being simply n trial of a new system, bat I think that another year 
I shall be able to offer something fit* the perusal of those who take an interest 
in Education, that will show that Queens county is alive to its true interest 
in this matter, and that we are moving in a right direction. 

I forgot to say in speaking of the condition of the scht ol bouses, that 
several new ones have been built this year, of a far better character than any of 
those we had in existence ; in fact we have a new grammar school house in 
Oagetowu of which we arc justly proud. 

I remain. Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

IJKNJ'N SHAW, 
Inspector fur Qaeen'a County. 
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Sir, 

Owing to my being in the country, your telegram of the 28th did nol 
reach me until the Slat October, I now forward yon the following hurried 
report, hoping it will reach you in time. 

I nm tarry to say that throughout the whole of the county of Morthorrlber- 
land there is a very large amount of dissatisfaction existing among the people 
with respect to the present school law, many having refused to pay either 
county or district assessment. .As a whole, tin- catholics are opposed to it, 
and in a large number of the districts in which they are a majority, they have 
voted it down, and will continue to vote it down. In many of the districts 
the law was voted down simply became the inhabitants were opposed to dis- 
trict assessment for the support of schools, and I feel confident that the child- 
ren in those districts will remain without education just so long as the ratepayers 
enjoy the privilege of accepting or rejecting the laws at the district meetings. 
In many of those districts that have accepted the law and rated an tissessment, 
the people complained of the two assessments — county and district — and 
say that they would prefer it. if there was only one. The trustees as well as 
many of the secretaries have expressed the same wish, at the same time stat- 
ing that they would prefer if both school assessments were made by the as- 
sessors of rates for the parish. The reasons given ma by the majority of tha 
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secretaries for wishing this change, was, that the percentage allowed them by 
the law for collecting by no means remunerated them for the large amount of 
time and trouble it took to perform the work. There is also considerable 
dissatisfaction in many of the districts with respect to the manner in which 
they have been laid off, but I feel convinced that no matter what changes may 
be made, dissatisfaction will still continue to exist. In many of the districts 
it has been almost impossible to get men fit to act as trustees, owing to the 
ratepayers lacking the necessary qualifications for the office, consequently the 
business has had to be done by the teachers. I have not been able to travel 
over the whole of the county, owing to a large portion of my time being de- 
voted to settling boundary difficulties between district^, and travelling over 
districts outside of the law and urging upon the inhabitants to accept it. 
With some of the districts I have succeeded, and they now have schools in 
operation, but with many others I could not succeed, and they are still out- 
side of the law. ♦ * '' • • • 

JAS. J. PIERCE, 
Inspector Northumberland . 
Nov. 2, 1872. 

Note.— The omitted portion of this report is of the nature of a memorandum of the different 
schools and districts, and of the visits made by the Inspector, facts embodied in Parts 1 and 2 of the 
Chiof Superintendent's Report. T. H. IL. 
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RESTIGOUCHE COUNTY. 



Theodore H. Band, Esq., M. A., 

Chief Superintendent of Education. 

Sir, 

I beg to submit the following Report of the schools in Restigouche for 
the year ending October 31st, 1872. 

According to the directions of the Board of Education the organization of 
the various school districts has received special attention, with very encourag- 
ing success. The schools in operation are triple the number that were in op- 
eration at any giyen period during the preceding year. A still greater num- 
ber would have been iu operation, if there had been school houses in certain 
districts. 

Lectures have been given on the school law, and on the importance of 
education, with the best results. 

During the year several school houses have been erected, and others are 
in the course of construction, which are all according to the plans furnished 
by the department. 

Considerable attention has been given to the districts where the established 
boundaries required to be changed. In such cases special regard has been 
had, as far as consistent with the right working of the law, to the wishes of 
the people, and what would best promote the cause of education. 

I have examined the schools several times. The teachers are faithfully 
discharging their respective duties ; and the pupils have made considerable 
advancement in the various branches studied. The graded school in Dalhousie, 
and the superior school in Campbellton, are in a high state of efficiency. 

At the beginning of the year the schools were nearly destitute of wall maps. 
Already a number of the schools have been provided with them, and others 
will be supplied as soon as the funds of the different districts will admit. 
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The books prescribed by the Board <if Education have been universally 
adopted in this county, and are very highly »ppwciat«d by the teachers and 
by those who take au interest in education. The reading books are fas- 
cinating to youthful minds, and greatly i"ru-ilit;ite their progress in the art 
of reading, and gaining use In I knowledge. The grammar and geography 
possess many excellent qualities, which merit the highest commendation. 
Every advanced pupil in our schools should carefully study the gracefully writ- 
ten histories of Greece and Rome, and olttaiu an outline of the events of 
such an important period of the world's history. 

A number of the most active and best educated youug people in the county 
have beeu induced to become teachers, in order to meet the great demand 
which the new school law has created. Others arc qualifying themselves for 
work. 

The school Act, besides giving a decided impulse to the cause of education, 
has provided schools in various districts which had no schools before; and 
which, otherwise, would not have enjoyed the benefits of education for a long 
number of years. 

The public works which are going on in the county have miltitated very 
materially during the summer term against the attendance at the schools. 
They will be filled with pupils during the coming winter term. 

It is projected to have a few additional superior schools established iu the 
different parishes, which will bo very acceptable to the people. 
I remain, Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant. 

THOMAS NICHOLSON, 
Inspector for Restirjouche County. 
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To the Chief Superintcnde nt or Education. 
Dear Sir, 

Id accordance with your request, I proceed to lay before you a report of 
the condition of schools in the county of St. John, to the 31st October, 1872. 

I may premise that this being the first year that the school act has been in 
operation, there have beeu imperfections iu working it out, chiefly arising 
from misconception, which will be prevented in future by a better knowledge 
of its requirements. 

I propose to report separately the schools of St. John and Portland, and 
those of the out-parishes of the county. 

In the City of St. John (which includes Carleton) there were employed in 
the summer term 81 teachers, of whom 27 were male teachers and 54 females. 
Of these 4 have ranked as assistants. 

In the town of Portland, there were employed in the same term 33 teach- 
ers; of whom 16 were males, and 17 females. Of these 4 ranked as assistants. 

In the city of St. John, with the exception of the grammar school, there are 
no buildings for school purposes which may be called public property, all 
belonging to private individuals, or some ecclesiastical body. The fact that 
there were no public school houses in the city has always been a standing dis- 
grace, but for want of an organized school corporation that disgrace could not 
be removed. Iu Portland, too, there is just one public school house. The 
teachers, who, for the most part, had to struggle for a subsistence, were com- 
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pelled to provide at their own expense, school accommodation for their pupils, 
as best they could ; the result was, that in many cases, the rooms were wretch- 
edly unsuitable, tfften so poorly ventilated as to endanger the health both of 
the teacher and scholars. Blame was often laid on the teacher, and perhaps 
sometimes justly, but wherever the blame lay, a reformation was imperatively 
required. It is gratifying, now, to witness the changed character of the 
school rooms. No buildings have, as yet, been erected, but the trustees have 
succeeded in renting rooms much more adapted for school purposes than 
those formerly in use. There were, indeed, some few very good school rooms 
which have been secured by the trustees. 

Proper school houses will have to be erected to afford suitable accommo- 
dation for the pupils ; this will involve a considerable outlay, but it is an ex- 
pense that should have been incurred long Jigo. We shall then compare 
favourably with other cities, and a public reproach will be vyiped away. 

Another pleasing feature in the new system, is, that the school buildings 
are properly furnished, which in most of the schools, previously was far from 
being the case. It has been frequently remarked, that "the school house it- 
self is an educator." This is unquestionably true. Children intuitively learn 
to respect themselves when they are surrounded by circumstances that are 
adapted to create such feelings ; and this I think i» strikingly seen in our 
schools at the present time, (laving inspected the St. John schools for seve- 
ral years, I can seo a marked improvement in the personal appearance and de- 
portment of the pupils during the past year. 

Another item, and a most important one, in obtaining good schools, is the 
retaining the continued services of efficient teachers. This can only he hoped 
for by affording them adequate salaries. The trustees of Saint John and 
Portland wisely resolved, at starting, to give their teachers liberal salaries ; 
some of them, no doubt, who had been very successful, had as large, or even 
larger incomes from their schools lwfore ; but many were unable to get in a 
profession they had from choice adopted, a remuneration with which they 
ought to bo satisfied ; besides which, in all cases, there was a great uncertainty 
about reccving that which was justly their due. Now receiving their salaries 
regularly from the trustees, many will be content to continue in the service, 
who otherwise would have been tempted to leave it in disgust. 

Another very great improvement is the grading of the schools ; the value 
of this is well understood by every practical educator. Formerly, teachers 
who were capable of giving instruction in classics and the higher branches of 
mathematics had also to teach the alphabet to babes ; now every grade of pupils 
having a suitable teacher, their progress must be more rapid, and the work 
more satisfactory to the instructor. The grading of the schools is not as yet 
perfect ; but very efficient steps have been taken towards that desirablo end. 
There is one great drawback to all these advantages in the schools both of 
St. John and Portland, namely, in most cases, the crowded state af the school 
rooms. The rooms are so completely tilled with desks, as to make it impos- 
ible to form classes, in spaces apart from the desks, by which means the in- 
telligence and progress of the pupils may be distinctly ascertained, and 
greatly promoted. The difficulty of securing a sufficent number of suitable 
school rooms, especially in Portland, prevents at present much improvement in 
this respect. 

In closing this notice of the St. John and Portland schools, I feel bound as a 
matter of simple justice to meotion the zeal and earnestness of the respective 
boards oi trustees. The anxious care they feave displayed, and the oon- 



st.wt untiring efforts they have made to give effact to the new law, and to 
promote the efficiency of tho schools under their charge, is beyond all praise ; 
especially when wo remember that, as gentleman engaged largely in busi- 
ness, their time is exceedingly valuable. They have felt the importance of 
the honourable trust placed in their hands, and have cheerfully made tho 
necessary sacrifice which t.hsit trust -demanded. While adverting to this subject 
it. is proper to mention that remarks, similar to those above, should bo niade 
with regard to several districts in other parishes of the county, where gentle* 
men have given unremitting care to the interests of the schools. A striking 
contrast this to the apathy formerly existing, though the office is now, as 
then, perfectly gratuitous. 

Out Parishes. — I have found a report very industriously circulated iu 
some sections of the county, that under the new law there were scarcely any 
schools in existence. On the contrary, I am able to state that in the parishes 
of Lancaster, Simouds and St. Martins there are but fow districts in which 
schools have been usually kept, that have not maintained one, for, at least, n 
part of the present year ; and more schools would have been in operation, but 
for the difficulty of obtaining the services of efficient teachers. In two of the 
districts, I believe religious differences may have been the cause ot there iieing 
no school, and in five or six cases disputes about the location of the school 
house have prevented the establishing of schools during the present year; 
butin most, even of the country districts, the schools have been more largely 
attended, and so much more efficiently conducted, than they were before, that 
when all considerations are weighed, the balance is greatly in favour of the 
new law. 

There are many districts laid out in the county, especially in the parish of 
St. Martins, where there has been no school, but in most of them there never 

s^any school, nor, for want of a settled population, is it likely there will bo 

e for years to come. Some of these arc milling establishments on the shore 
of the Bay of Fundy, where men work for the summer seasou, while their 
families reside elsewhere. The area of these districts is very large, com- 
prising from 20 to 40 Bquare miles, almost entirely forest land. It was 
deemed necessary to lay out these districts, as, at some future time, there 
may bo a sufficient resident population to maintain a school. 

Lancaster Parish. — In districts No's. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, f>, 10, 11, 12. 13. 14, 
15 and 16, schools have been usually kept, and there have been schools iu them 
for the whole or for a portion of the present year. In several of them, schools 
would have been maintained for a longer period, but for the impossibility of 
obtaining suitable teachers. Districts No's. 7, 8, !) and 17 have not for several 
year-: had a school, excepting No. '.I, which had a school for a short time a 
year ago. They are very unfavourably situated for schools, but as they rank 
as ponr districts, I hope with the special aid thus afforded they may be in- 
duced in the coming year to make an effort to give their children the blessing 
of education. 

I visited all the schools iu the districts above enumerated, and found them 
all progressing satisfactorily*, some of them much more that in former years. 

St. Martin's Parish. — Schools have been in operation iu districts No's. 
1, 2, 3, 4, and 10. I found all these schools iu a generally satisfactory state, 
especially in Quaco No. 2. There are four schools in this district, all effiei- 

Ient. Formerly it was disheartening, iu B population so intelligent, wealthy, 
compact and numerous, not to tiud more tluu one or two schools that cuuid 
Part iii. 4 
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bo looked upon with satisfaction. In the westward ot the district there was 
one very good school house and one of a very inferior character, but in the 
central part not one of any kind. There were several small schools, taught 
by any one who hired a room, but everything was most unsatisfactory ; the 
rooms were small, inconveniet, ill-ventilated and poorly furnished, altogether 
unworthy of suoh a locality. Now, well furnished rooms are engaged, not ex- 
actly the kind that are needed, but greatly superior to what existed before, and 
the schools are conducted by competent, well educated teachers. 

Districts No's. 6, 9, 12, 13, and 14 have been without schools for one, two 
or three years, and have had none during the past year. Districts No's. 5, 7, 
8, and 15 have been mentioned in a former part of this report as having no 
schools, nor a prospect of any at present, for want of population. 

Simonds Parish. — Schools have been in operation either for the whole or 
part of the year in districts No's. 1, 4, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 16, 18, 19 and 21. 

Some of them have been very efficiently conducted, and nearly all quite 
satisfactorily. In districts Nos. 2, 3, and 6, schools have been occasionally 
kept in former years, but there has been none this year. No. 23 has gener- 
ally had a school, but from some difficulty about the location of the school 
house, they have not had one this year; the difficulty is, however, now re- 
moved, and they are about to commence a school. Nos. 5, 13, 15, 17, 20 and 
22, have scarcely ever had a school for several years past, and have had none 
during the present year. Some of these districts are so sparsely settled, that 
it will be difficult to maintain a school, even though they may have the benefit 
of ranking as poor districts ; but in some cases it springs from a culpable 
apathy that it is hoped the present law will succeed in destroying ; for when 
it is found that the county school tax, at least, will have to be paid, and that 
other districts where schools are kept will receive the share that would fall to 
them, they will, it may be presumed, bestir themselves to get schools for their 
own children. 

Much has been accomplished during the past year, notwitstanding the op- 
position that the law has to contend with ; but much remains to be done. 
School houses have to be erected with suitable play grounds, of which at 
present there are none worth mentioning. 

Some serious mistakes were made at the commencement of the year in the 
matter of assessment. In some cases too small a sum was voted, and as a con- 
sequence a school could only be kept for a portion of the year, or the trustees 
could not secure the services of such a teacher as they needed. In other in- 
stances too large a sum was granted, which made the assessment so high that 
sincere friends to the principle of free schools have felt that they had just 
reasons to complain : while opponents of the law have taken advantage of the 
mistake to denounce the system altogether. Experience will, however, rec- 
tify this error, and we shall soon come to know just what is wanted. 

In concluding this report I feel tempted once more to refer to the provision 
of the school act, by which special aid'is given to poor districts. I feel that 
this is one of the most beneficial features in the law, and one by which some 
districts have been enabled during the past year to keep better schools than 
they ever could before, and with very little difficulty to the inhabitants of such 

places. 

I am, Sir, 

Yours Obediently, 

EDMUND HILLYER DUVAL 

Inspector. 
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SUNBURY COUNTY. 



The detailed memoranda furnished by Inspector Bridges appears in parts 
1 and 2 of the Chief Superintendent's report. T. H. R. 
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VICTORIA COUNTY. 

Sir, 

In compliance with your request, I beg to lay before you my annual re- 
port upon the state of schools in the county of Victoria for the year ending 
October 31st, 1872. 

Since the common school law came into operation, two terms have elapsed. 
I have in the course of each term visited the different schools established du- 
ring that time. 

In the first term ended 30th April last, of the 95 districts in the county of 
% Victoria, 11 established schools (13 departments) employing 13 teachers. 

The second term has seen this number increased to 14 (17 departments), 
having 17 teachers. As the trustees of Bairdsville closed up their school at 
the end of the first term, in order to build a new school house, not finding the 
old one suitable, there really has been four new schools opened in the course 
of the second term. 

The statistics given above differ greatly from the statistics of preceding 
years*, and if the number of schools in session up to this day be compared 
with the number of districts which are still without schools, it will prove 
even less satisfactory. What may be the cause of such a result? 

The majority of the population of the county of Victoria, being catholics, 
were opposed to the common school law from its very outset. A great num- 
ber of districts refused to organize at the annual meeting, and others, though 
organizing, would not vote any sum of money for school purposes. For this 
reason, during the first term, among the catholic population, forming 60 dis- 
tricts, there were but two schools kept in accordance with the law, and this 
number was reduced to one, in the course of the second term. 

The 55 remaining districts having a population of a different creed, will- 
ingly adopted the new law, and immediately set to work. Amongst this popu- 
- 

•The following statement shows the number of schools and pupils in Victoria Co. in 1871 under 
Ihe former law, and in 1872 under the new law, term being compared with term. It will be observed 
that very satisfactory progress has been made in the English parishes. It is a matter of regret that in 
the French parishes the people have not been equally willing to give the law a lair trial. The law la 
equally adapted to meet the educational wants of all the districts in the county. 

Winter Term. Summer Term. 

1871. 1872. 1871. 1872. 

Schools. Pupils. Schools. Pupils. Schools. Pupils. Schools. Pupils. 

.AjlQOVer ...... £• ••••••• iftS ........ 4» •••••••• . ^04* •••••••• . 4k«..« •••••• i!J.o««« ....... t ...... • ... oQo 

vJorden ...... a«... ... ot ........ x. ......... 4» .......... x*. •••••••• 4*5* •• ••••••• x... ««•*... oo 

Grand Falls...* 5*. .•••••152>. *••••• 6*.. •••••• . .237*. •••••••• 2*... •••••• 68*. •••«•••• 6*. •««••••. 301 

Perth •••••• Z* •••••• a TO •••••••• 1 • . ..a*.... 07 •••••••••• X. .••••••.. OO •••••••••• X.*.aa.«... 64 

Lome 1 20 

Total, 11 387 11 647 8 369 16 758 



Madawaska .... 8 177 6 124... 

St. Basil 2 44 3 77 

St. f rancis .... o......».xi4 '••••••• x«.......** xt •••••••••• o«.........x7o» ••••••••« 

St. Leonard.... 4 81 1 12 5 123 «. v :&;........• 1$ 



v.V 



Total, 19 416 2 29... 22 499„, 1 15 

' T. H. R. ' 
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latioa, therefore, we shall look for the schools established in this county, and 
I must say to their praise, these schools are remarkable for their good train- 
ing and proper management. 

The trustees have spared neither pains nor money to procure worthy and 
competent teachers. Mr. Watson, who kept so advantageously for the dis- 
trict the superior school of the parish of Gordon, left at the close of the 
first term. It is now under the management of Mr. S. Couillard, a trained 
teacher of great ability ; and I do not hesitate to say that under the direction 
of this gentleman the school of arthurette, at present so prosperous, will soon 
become one of the best in the county. 

The superior school of Tobique Village, Parish of Andover, is still in the 
skilful hands of Mr. Baird. This school, owing to the increase of the num- 
ber of pupils, has been divided into two departments. One of these depart- 
ments has been given to Miss Alice Garden, a first class teacher. This school 
is in a highly satisfactory state. Mr. Baird and Miss Garden are' teachers 
whose services it would be desirable to retain at any cost. 

Mr. Caldwell, who was obliged to discontinue teaching in the course of the 
second term, on account of Airs. Caldwell's death, has finally retired. His re- 
tirement will certainly be regretted by the people of the Grand Falls. Our 
grammar school continues under the charge of Mr. Fenwick. In the course of 
the first term, another department was opened, and entrusted to the care of 
Miss M. Hammond, a second class teacher. These two departments are kept 
in the best possible order, and all the exercises of the different classes are emi- 
nently satisfactory. 

If for a long period we have had cause to deplore the wretched appearances 
and bad condition of the school houses of this.county, the time is approaching 
when it will not be thus. The importance of having a fine school house giv- 
ing all the necessary accomodations, seems to be better understood. Every- 
where the old hovels are done away with, and in districts not having houses, 
large sums of money have been voted for the erection of suitable buildings. 
With the emulation existing amongst the people, I may say with certainty, 
that in a few years the school houses of this part of the county may be advan- 
tageously compared with those of the neighbouring counties. I am sorry to say- 
that nothing has tin yet been done to procure the necessary apparatus. A few 
districts have, it is true, maps and black-boards, but nothing more ; others do 
not possess even those. It is to be regretted that the people cannot under- 
stand the absolute necessity of suitable apparatus. When the great expense 
incurred for the erection of school houses and their furniture shall be covered, 
I hope the people will, endeavour to procure these things so indispensable for 
the rapid advancement of the pupils. 

The books prescribed by the board of education are at present in use in 
every school. Their introduction caused at first some confusion, as owing to 
the scarcity of the books, the pupils could not all obtain them at the same time. 
At present, both teachers and pupils can but praise them. 

Such is the actual condition of the common schools of this county. 
There are but few schools ; but those which are in session reflect great credit 
on the teachers and trustees. 

Direct taxation, by stimulating the interest of all, has caused a better admin- 
istration ot school affairs. Since the people have had to contribute to the 
support of schools, they are not willing to waste their money, by employing 
incompetent teachers, and no doubt the compulsory assessment, opening a 
new educational era in the country, will secure an excellent result. 
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I do not hesitate to state that, if we consider but the part of the county 
where the law is in operation, the future appears under the best prospect. 
Many new districts have* opened schools at the beginning of this term Nov. 
1872, and several others are preparing to open theirs at the commencement 
of the next term. In a few years there will be no district, however remote 
or poor it may be, that will not possess a good school, where the children 
may obtain a fair education. With regard to the catholic population, the 
future is in no way promising. Nothing indicates when the common school 
law will be accepted, if at all. 

Before closing, allow me to remark that the sum of 30 cents per inhabitant 
seems to be insignificant, but if we consider the numerous population and ex- 
treme poverty of the county, this sum, added to other county taxes and local 
assessment, becomes quite a heavy rate. A reduction, if possible, would cer- 
tainly prove beneficial. 

F. X. BERNIER, 

Inspector. 
Theodore H. Rand, Esq., 

Chief Superintendent of Education. 
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Theodore H. Rand, Esq., 

Chief Superintendent of Education. 
Sir, 

1 beg to submit the following report concerning educational matters in this 
county, for the year ended 31st October, 1872. 

The school districts of this county were necessarily hastily laid off, in order 
to be ready for the advent of the present law. It is therefore no wonder that 
some dissatisfaction existed with regard to bounds. Several alterations have 
been made, which I think will prove satisfactoiy to the people interested. 
Other changes will doubtless be suggested during the present school year. 
Of the one hundred and twenty seven districts, 67 had schools during the term 
ended 31st October. Of these, Botsford had 12, Dorchester 4, Moncton 13, 
Sackville 12, Salisbury 13, Shediac 4, and Westmorland 9; but there were 
in all 82 schools, and about 90 teachers. About half of the 60 districts with- 
out schools are French, or in which the French rate-payers are a majority. 
Districts without trustees are confined altogether to the French portion of the 
population, and I am not aware that any efforts are being made in them to 
organize. The districts without schools, exclusive of the French, were so 
because of having no house accommodation, and partly because of not being 
able to obtain teachers. 

With respect -to trustees, I have found them generally exercising good 
judgment and acting with unanimity ; the few instances of difference arising 
in locating school houses. 

Thirteen new school houses have been erected during the past summer, four 
in each of the parishes of Botsford, Moncton and Salisbury, and one in West- 
morland. In several other districts, in all the parishes liberal sums were voted 
for this purpose, but for various reasons the erection of the houses has been 
postponed to the ensuing year. Beside the new ones, there are a few very 
respectable houses, erected before the present law came into operation, whicK 



9 



inspectors' reports. 1872 



strange to say, are in the poorer districts, while the wealthier are the most barren 
of school accommodation. The remainder, which are the greater number, are 
of ancient origin, and in keeping with their old fashioned, tottling furniture. 

School grounds, those of the new houses excepted, which are amply provi- 
ded for in this respect, are confined to the areas occupied by the houses them- 
selves, the highway being the play ground. 

Of apparatus the schools generally are lamentably deficient, a map of the 
world and a blackboard, in very many instances, comprising the whole, and 
some without even these. The prescribed text books were only partially used 
last term, partly owing to the difficulty of getting them, but often through 
the neglect of parents. 

Teachers in a general way were painstaking. If my observations are correct 
the present law, by the prompt mode of paying them it has instituted, has 
given their ambition an impetus in the right direction, causing them to feel that 
attention and industry in their honorable calling will as surely bring promotion 
as the same qualities invariably do in other occupations. At the same time truth 
compels me to state that a few — happily a few — seemed like drones in what 
should be hives of industry. 

Little need be said as to the condition of the schools in operation. The 
germ of improvement at least is manifest, and much more cannot be expected 
until the system has time to develope its results. It has already largely in- 
creased the number of scholars, and several districts have trebled the number 
of their school-going children. The school registers generally, however, show 
too great an irregularity of attendance, the chief cause being, I suspect, neg- 
ligence or over indulgence on the part of parents ; but too often; I fear, be- 
cause the teachers fail to make their school rooms the attractive places they 
should be 

There are many indications that the annual meetings now approaching, 
understanding, as the rate-payers do the details of the law and its modus cp- 
erandi much better than they did at those of last January, will be conducted 
in a spirit of conservative liberality. I entertain no apprehensions that the 
requisite supplies will be withheld in any except French districts, 

I am, Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

R. WILSON, Jb., 
Inspector for Westmoreland. 



►•-• 



YORK COUNTY. 



Sir, 

In this county there are 150 school districts established by the Board of 
Education under the schools Act of 1871. As would be supposed, a great dif- 
ference of opinion existed among the people themselves, as to how the dis- 
tricts should be laid out, and where the lines should be drawn. 

After a very careful examination of the subject, it was found necessary to 
reconstruct, to a greater or Jess extent, sixty two of the districts as at first laid 
off, entailing a large amount of work on the agent, as well as adding largely 
to the inconvenience and trouble at the Educational Office. I am glad to be 
able to report that, with a few exceptions, this vexed and troublesome matter 
is tolerably well settled in York county. 
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At the annul school meeting* in January last, quite a somber of Behool 
di-tncts organized by electing their trustees, and making other provisions for 
:i School, by voting money nut only for the payment of the. toucher, hut in 
many instances provision was made, either for the repairs SI the existing 
Iqbool house, or for the erection of one. Such was the. favour with which the. 
new law was received, that before the close of the year, lMti district-, had ac- 
cepted the law, and were properly organized with boards of tru-tees. and ready 
to work. During the first term eighty-eight teachers were engaged, equal to 
the largest number under any previous law. and by the close of the year the 
number had increased to upwards of one hundred and thirty, making an unpre- 
cedented number of teachers engaged and schools iu operation, and these free 
to all classes. Notwithstanding this increase there Mere causes which pre- 
vented some districts from opening schools, although they desired to do so. 
Some failed to secure suitable rooms in which to keep a school, while these 
houses were in course of erection. Other districts were unable to secure 
te:e [lets, and iu this way were deprived of the benefits of a school. Thus 
although the number of schools was large, yet had it not been tor these hin- 
drances it would have been still further increased. Xo better evidence need 
bo required that the law has beeu generally approved by the people of the 
County, than to know that every available, teacher was engaged, except it may 
be an occasional one, who demanded extraordinary conditions) and although 
a number of persona received local licences and were engaged iu the service, 
I hi demand still exceeded the supply. Almost constant applications wore 
made, especially during the summer term, for teachers. 

Many of the old school houses have lieen thoroughly repaired and supplied 
with new furniture of the best quality. In addition to this, thirty school 
houses have been erected within the year, besides some largo additions made 
to those already built. 

Never in the history of this county has such au impetus been given to the cause 
of education within any one year, and from present appearances it is not likely 
to decrease. Upon the introduction of a new law like the present one, mak- 
ing such radical changes in many ways, it might be expected thai the people 
would entertain a diversity of opinions respecting it. but in tho course of time 
these differences disappear; the people find the law bears acquaintance ; the 
more it is understood the better it isdiked : so that, in my opinion, in a few 
years it will be a very unpopular act to attempt its repeal. 

The gentlemen chosen as trustees are generally men of flic right stamp. 
To them, iu a measure, we are indebted for the success of llie law. When 
called upon to select sites, either for school houses to be erected, or I'm* these 
to be removed, they have, with great patience, and often loss of time, ex- 
amined the different localities recommended for sites, and in almost every 
case they have been compelled to select one well suited for the purpose, hav- 
ing due regard to the pleasure, health and comfort of the children. But 
little, as yet, has been done toward improving and beautifying the grounds, 
as time has not permitted it, nor have suitable out buildings Iwen provided 
on most of the grounds. No doubt these matters will soon receive due con- 
sideration, and a spirit of rivalry will spring up, in these particulars, and al- 
most every district will make comfortable arrangements in these respects; 

Tho unorganized districts I found on enquiry to be. chiefly of the poorer 
class, localities in which there had been hitherto no schools. Some of these I 
have recommended to be placed on the list of "poor di.-tricls," yet from the 
want of information on the operation of tho law, and fearing that taxation 
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would Ire burdensome, some have felled to take any action. J have paid spe- 
cial attention to these Localities, and have given them every encouragement to 
organize a school al once, at the same time explaining the advantages the prcs- 
out law gives lo the poorer sections. Some Lave already organized schools 
others arc preparing to do so. 

Time would not permit me to examine as many of the schools as on fori 
occasions, nor as 1 hope, bo be able to do in the future. In passing throng! 
the county each term I was enabled to supply the several districts with all 
necessary papers, and in addition to this, a very extensive correspondence has 
been kept up during the whole year, while many local difficulties have a 
to require my attention, leaving me very little time for relaxation from scIich 
duties. 

The superior schools were regularly visited and examined each term, J 
several Otter schools ; and from observation I believe the new law will add 
largely to the regularity of the attendance of the pupils and their general 
improvement, giving the teachers nut only a deeper interest in their work, but 
a much better opportunity to advance their pupils in their various studio.- 
The per eentage of attendance must Iks largely increased, and in every v 
good will arise from the practical operation of the law. 

Judging irom the present feeling of the people in this county, the annui 
school meeting of 1873, will show a decided improvement in the business dom 
and the unanimity with which it is doue, over that of 1872. Although t 
first annual meeting underthe jaw was, every thing considered, a success; yet 
from present indications the second will he a still greater success. 

Three schools were recognized in tins county as superior ; those at. Mai 
villcaud Canterbury Station were graded at the end of the summer term, a 
hence will be taught in two departments, and it may be an assistant will re- 
quire to be added. The former is largely indebted to Alex. Gibson, Esq., who 
lias spared neither pains nor means to make it one of the first schools in die 
ciinty. It is largely attended and very fairly conducted. The school district 
at Canterbury Station shows increasing signs of enterprise in the construction 
of a large addition to their already large school room, and also a dwelling 
liutiM- for the teacher and his family, the very thing Mr. Gibson has done for 
the school at Marysvido. 

The school at the. mouth of the Nashwaak, in Douglas, is still prospernm 
and although numerously attended, the Principal alone, •■himself against i 
host," conducts it ; his energy and tact are rarely surpassed. The ratepayer 
of this district sn far appreciate their teacher's labours as to propose to increase 
his salary, so I learn, and are preparing to build a large and i onniiodions school 
house. They have reason to be proud of their school, and will be wise to re- 
tain, if possible, the services of their present teacher for some time to come. 

The schools in Frederictun have undergone an entire change. All are now 
properly graded, and commodious moms, compared with those formerly in use, 
have been secured by the trustees, and competent teachers engaged to take charge 
of the respective grades ; so that, instruction from the A. B. C. to the clas- 
sics and mathematics may 1k> secured by all the children of the city whether 
their parents are in affluent circumstances or otherwise. The whole systei 
works admirably, and no one, who is tree trom prejudice, could witness ['" 
examination of these aonoola, without feeling proud that, even at so lab 
period, the " free school system " has been introduced into this province 

For years, as my former report! show, I have been anxious to see this sy< 
tem established as the law of this province, and I have done what I coul 
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during this the first year of its operation, to remove every obstacle which might 
hinder its success, and have laboured to have the law understood. Measura- 
bly I have succeeded, but I will. sot feel satisfied ;till in every school district in 
the county a school is established at' least during a part of each year. 

The only serious drawback to the successful operation of the law in this 
county is the denominational dissent which has militated against its full and 
oomplete success in Fredericton. In the other parishes, this feeling is not 
manifested to any extent, In a few districts no money was granted for a 
school, but this was more the result of personal motives than from any 
denominational feeling. It is to be hoped that even this will prove to be 
but temporary, and that soon off, without regard to creed or nationality, will 
eagerly avail themselves of a boon which it will be little better than folly 
to reject. 

Respectfully Yours, 

E. C. jBxIHEZE* 

Thbodokb H. Band, Esq., M. A., 
Chief Superintendent of Education 
for New Brunswick* 
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APPENDIX C. 



REPORT OF BOARDS OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES. 



CITY OF FREDERICTON. 



Office of the Board of School Trustees, 

Fredericton, May 23, 1872. 

Thxodou H. Hand, Esquire. M. A., 

Chief Superintendent of Education, £c 

Sir, 

In compliance with tho requirements of the " Common Schools Act of 1871," 
the Board of School Trustees for the City of Fredericton, submit the following 
report of their proceedings up to tho close of the term ending on April 30th, 
1872. 

The first meeting of the board was held on the 13th September last, and for 
several months the sessions were very frequent. 

There being no public school property belonging to the district, the board 
were early impressed with the necessity of providing accommodation for a large 
number of pupils within a limited time, and at the most inconvenient season 
of the year, for either repairing, or fitting up buildings. 

Application was made to the Dominion Government for one of the buildings 
on the Officers' Square and the Park Barracks. These premises were ulti- 
mately obtained through the Local Government at a nominal rent. 

The building on the square was fitted up as offices for the board ; extensive 
alterations and repairs were made to the Park Barracks, in which eight school 
rooms were made available, affording accommodation for about 344 pupils. 

An arrangement was effected with the senate of the University of New 
Brunswick by which the Collegiate School has been placed under the control 
of this board, so far as can be done under existing legislation. By this ar- 
rangement the English and classical departments are free to pupils from this 
city and also from the County of York. In this building the board has 
opened a High School for young ladies. In the old building formerly occupied 
as the Collegiate School two elementary schools have been opened^ 

A very favorable arrangement was also made with the Board of Education 
by which two elementary departments ot the Model School were made avail- 
able to accommodate from 60 to 70 children. 

The Orange Hall, situate in the upper part of the city, was leased for one 
year from the first of January last. A considerable expense was incurred in 
fitting this building for five classes, which was absolutely necessary, there be- 
insr no other building in this localitv suitable ; and indeed this is not such a 
building as the board would wish to occupy for any length of time ; they ate 
now considering what can be done to provide a more eligible building for the 
district. 

The other schools do not require any more particular reference than can be 
learned from the annexed list (marked B.) which gives the whole number of 
schools established by the board. 



The matter of furniture occupied the attention of the board for some time, 
and after procuring samples and prices from Mr. Rosa of Boston, tenders 
■were received for supplying 10154 desks and seats ; the contract was awarded 
to Mr. C. Cooper of this city, who fulfilled the contract to the entire satisfac- 
tion of the board. This number enabled the board to furnish nil the schools, 
except one at the lower end of the city, with the most improved furniture and 
of the proper sizes for the different grades. 

The board were anxious that the children in the city should be properly 
graded previous to opening the schools ; for this purpose they assembled the 
children in the City Hall, and received great assistance from Mr. Crockett, 
Mr. Freeze, and Dr. Roberts, to whom the board were greatly indebted for 
their services. 

The board annex a copy of the course of instruction (marked C.) adopted 
for the schools under their charge. This has been prepared with great care by 
the Chief Superintendent, Mr. Crockett, and some of the teachers. The 
board desire to express their obligations to these gentlemen for the assistance 
so kindly given. , 

As no part of the yearly assessment has yet been received, the board would 
have been much embarrassed for means to meet the large outlay required for 
repairing buildings, paying for fuel, teachers' salaries, and the ordinary expen- 
ses, had not the Provincial Government advanced as a loan six thousand dol- 
lars, and the Peoples Bank three thousand dollars, for a portion of which some 
members of the board gave their personal obligation. These amounts the 
board intend to repay by the sale of debentures to the extent of $5,000, and 
the balance from the assessment when received. An account of the receipts 
and expenditure to April 30th, is annexed (marked D.) as also an estimate of 
the amount required for the year, (marked E.) an order for the collection of 
which has been made by the City Council. 

The return (A.) required bylaw, compiled from the teachers' reports is an- 
nexed. 

The board arc confident that these returns afford ample proof that the schools 
in this City are in as good working order as could be expected for the short 
time they have been established, and considering the many difficulties the 
board have had to contend with. 

In conclusion the board wish to express their thanks for the assistance and 
advice you have so cheerfully given them, from time to time. 

Respectfully submitted. 

By order of the Board. 

JULIUS L. INCITES. 



HOT«. — The papers A. B. C and D. referred to in the foregolnj? report, nre not published herewith. 
It w«i deemed better to await the more complete report* of next year, when full exhibits of St. John, 
Portland, at, Stephen, and other towns, will be included in thin Appendix. 

T. H. H. 
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town of Woodstock. 



T. H. Rand, Bra., M. A. 

Chief Superintendent of Education. 

SlB, 

The Board of School Trustees of the Town of Woodstock beg leave to 
submit the following report of their proceedings under the Common School 
Act of 1871. 

They have had for the year 1872 eight schools in the Town of Woodstock, 
i. e., six primary and one advanced school, and the Grammar School. The 
number of pupils upon the registers is three hundred and eleven (311) and 
the daily average attendance is two hundred and thirty seven (237), an aver- 
age of twenty nine and a half (29}) in daily attendance at each school. 

At the time that the School Act came into operation and the trustees were 
appointed under first Act, there was not any school accommodation belonging 
to the Town of Woodstock ; and the trustees had to make the best arrange- 
ment for the schools that lay in their power. In consequence of this, the 
schools had to be opened in different parts of the town. Under those cir- 
cumstances, it has been impossible to grade the schools to the satisfaction of 
the trustees ; but they hope to obviate this difficulty in the coming year, as 
they have purchased what was known as the Presbyterian College, and which 
when finished, will afford ample accommodation for all of thd schools of the 
Town. The Receipts and Expenditure for the schools for the year 1872 are 
as follows : 



Proceeds of Debentures f 1000.00 

County School Fund, Winter Term 456.82 

" " " Summer " 884.37 

Gift L. P. Fisher 800.00 

Town Treasurers' Assessment 1612.00 ' 

Tuition fees, extraordinary pupils from outside Districts A 54.60 

Advanced by Secretary ..■ 00.10 

EXPENDITURE 

To paid Teachers' Salaries....* • $1874.16 

Secretary " 100.00 

Bent of School Houses 885.00 

School Furniture 681.64 

Wood and cutting .• 139.70 

Debentures and Interest 515.70 

Towards purchase of College....* 800.00 

Repairs on School Houses ..... 155.87 

Incidentals 65.15 

Cash in hand 140.57 

$4307.79 

The amount of local assessment for school purposes for 1872 was three 
thousand dollars ($3000,) but an injunction was placed upon the collecting of 
it, and as you will observe by the account of the receipts, we have only as yet 
received sixteen hundred and twelve dollars ( $1612) . The trustees have issued 
school debentures the past year to the amount of three thousand two hundred 
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dollars ($3200), two of those debentures, amounting to four hundred and forty 
dollars ($440) have been paid, and there is one debenture of five hundred and 
sixty dollars ($560) and interest due on the second day of April 1873. The 
proceeds of those debentures have been made use of for school purposes for 
the year 1878. The remaining debentures, amounting to twenty two hundred 
dollars ($2200) were given for the payment of the balance on purchase of the 
College, and are payable in fifteen years from the fifteenth day of July 1872, 
wtth interest at six per cent, per annum, payable semi-annually. The balance of 
last year's assessment will be required to purchase apparatus for the use of the 
schools, and to make repairs. 



All of which is respectfully submitted. 



L. P. FISHER, 

Chairman. 

W. F. DIBBLEE, 

Secretary. 



APPENDIX tD. 



County Inspectors, and their Post Office Address. 



Albert, 
Carleton, 
Charlotte, 
Gloucester, 



James Carnwath, 



Riverside. 



James H. Jacques, Woodstock. 



James Mitchell, 
James Smith, 



Saint. Stephen. 
Bathurst. 



^ Kent, 
King's, 



Thomas W. Wood, Richibucto. 
David P. Wetmore, Clifton. 



Northumberland, Charles S. Ramsay, Newcastle. 



Queen's, 
Restigouche, 
Saint John, 
Sunbury, 
"Victoria, 

Westmorland, 1 
York, 



Rev. Benj. Shaw, Gagetown. 

Rev. Thos. Nicholson, River Charlo, via Bathurst. 

Edmund H. Duval, Saint John. 

Dr. J. H. Bridges, Upper Sheffield. 



Dr. X. Bernier, 
Robert Wilson, Jun, 
Edward C. Freeze, 



Edmundston. 

Sackville. 

Fredericton. 
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